
Potter Township Municipal Building 

206 Mowry Road 

Monaca, PA 15061 

 

Township Office Hours 

Monday—Thursday:    10 am—4 pm 

Friday:    CLOSED 

 

Municipal Office  724-495-6220 

Fax   724-495-3222 

Email         linda@pottertwp.comcastbiz.net 

Secretary/Treasurer                         Linda McCoy 

Road Department                   Justin Cwynar 

Zoning Officer                   Justin Cwynar 

Website       www.pottertwp-pa.gov 

Facebook                Potter Twp Beavercountypa 

  

Emergency  911 

Police—non-emergency   724-774-0271 

Fire—non-emergency  724-495-3364 

Animal Control  724-775-5801 

 

Schools 

Central Valley School District 

Central Valley Office  724-775-5600 

Central Valley High School 724-775-4300 

Central Valley Middle School 724-775-8200 

Todd Lane Elementary  724-775-1050 

Center Grange Primary School 724-775-8201 

Latch Key Program  724-774-7020 

 

Utilities 

Duquesne Light Co.                  412-393-7100 

Peoples Natural Gas                  800-764-0111 

Center Township Water Authority 724-774-7960 

Municipal Water Auth of Aliquippa 724-375-5525 

J. Young Refuse  724-495-6199 

 

Real Estate Tax Collector  

Victoria Leininger  412-759-9184 

taxcollector@pottertwp.comcastbiz.net 

 

 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Rebecca Matsco, Chair 

Earl “Butch” Shamp 

Al Cwynar 

 

Work Sessions:  

1st Wednesday  6pm 

3rd/5thWednesday—if needed 6pm 

 

Regular Meetings:  

2nd Wednesday  6pm 

4th Wednesday—if needed 6pm  

 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

 

Regular Meetings—if needed: 

Thursdays   7pm 

CONSTRUCTION COMING TO ROCKY BEND  

Big changes are coming to the shoreline of Raccoon Creek at Rocky Bend Nature Preserve.  Over 
the next several months, the local firm Stream Restoration Inc. will build Phase Two of the 
“Raccoon Creek Bank & Buffer Project.” Another five hundred feet of collapsing stream bank will be 
reshaped, stabilized with natural materials, and planted with shrubs and shade trees native to 
Western PA. Phase One, built in 2017 and 2018, fixed severe erosion and covered hazardous, 
exposed pipes near the canoe launch.   
Alum Rock and Canoe Launch parking lots are closed for construction, and 
will remain closed throughout the next growing season. Please stay out of 
all areas fenced off and posted as “CLOSED” for your own safety, and for 
the success of the project. The disturbed places must grow and heal. Do 
not trespass through the construction site to reach Alum Rock. 
Plenty of parking for Alum Rock is available at the “Tank Farm” at 247 
Raccoon Creek Road. This lot has a restroom and closes at dusk. Again, 
please obey all signage and do not park anywhere near the Alum Rock 
lot. Heavy equipment and bulky materials will be moving throughout the 
area. 
The canoe launch steps are open, but there is no parking. Paddlers are 
welcome to pick up and drop off passengers and watercraft, but please do 
not park anywhere near the canoe launch. Do not block the gate as it is 
also a construction entrance. Potter Township ordinance prohibits parking 
on the roadway.  

The “Raccoon Creek Bank & Buffer” effort is funded by grants from the PA Growing Greener 

Watershed Protection Program. Once complete, the work will stabilize a thousand-foot stretch of 

creek bank at Rocky Bend Nature Preserve. Invading Japanese knotweed will be replaced with 

native trees and bushes whose roots will keep the soil from washing away, give food and shelter to 

our wildlife, and lend beauty to the valley. 

Please be patient as the “Raccoon Creek Bank & Buffer Project” unfolds. Consider it a temporary 
inconvenience leading to a permanent improvement everyone can enjoy. 

Phase One of the “Raccoon 
Creek Bank & Buffer 

Project,” 2017 and 2018. 



  POTTER TOWNSHIP CODES & ZONING ORDINANCES CAN BE FOUND ONLINE: 
 

     http://www.ecode360.com/PO2079—THE ONLINE CODE IS FULLY SEARCHABLE! 

BUILDING AND ZONING IN POTTER TOWNSHIP 
 

POTTER  TOWNSHIP  ZONING  ORDINANCE  FOR  RESIDENTIAL  RENTAL  HOUSING  UNITS       
Sections 153-3 & 153-4 provide a reporting procedure of residential rental units and penalties for failure to report. 
The Report can be found on Potter Townshp’s website:  https://www.pottertwp-pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/

ANNUAL-FORM.pdf . If you are currently living in a dwelling that you don't own, and whether it is owned by a third 
party or a relative, (and whether you pay rent or not) this Ordinance still applies to you—please notify your landlord 
or relative of this requirement.  If you are an owner of rental property, it is your responsibility to provide the annual 
reporting.  Please fill out this form and mail or drop off at the Municipal Office at 206 Mowry Road, Monaca, PA  
15061. 

POTTER  TOWNSHIP  ZONING  ORDINANCE  FOR  OWNERS  OF  SEPTIC SYSTEMS   
As part of the routine maintenance of the system, periodic tank pump-out is required by Ordinance 159-20 .               
In accordance with State regulations, (Potter Ord 159-14,) this period has been established as at least every three (3) 
years. This is for the protection of public health by preventing the discharge of untreated  or inadequately treated 
sewage.  By providing copies (copies can be made by the office) of your service receipts, whether for pump-out or 
maintenance, within 30 days of the service, you will fulfill this obligation.  If you have not yet provided a receipt, 
please do so now so the office records will be in compliance.  

POTTER  TOWNSHIP  ZONING  & BUILDING PERMITS 
Potter Township permit application forms can be found on the website:  Forms and Permits | Potter Township Beaver 

County PA (pottertwp-pa.gov).  Below is a chart for lot and yard requirements for zoning: 
  

 
 

 The Road Department will begin tar and chipping Cross Street in August.   

 

The Township purchased a used Massey Ferguson Boom Mower in the Spring.  

 

The Board hired a Seasonal Part-Time Laborer to assist Justin with park 

maintenance throughout the Township.   

http://www.ecode360.com/PO2079
https://www.pottertwp-pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/ANNUAL-FORM.pdf
https://www.pottertwp-pa.gov/wp-content/uploads/2019/01/ANNUAL-FORM.pdf
https://www.pottertwp-pa.gov/forms-and-permits/
https://www.pottertwp-pa.gov/forms-and-permits/


P O T T E R  T O W N S H I P  R E C  B O A R D  

SATURDAY — AUGUST 7, 2021 

ICE CREAM PARTY AND MUSIC  7PM—9PM 

FIREWORKS AT DUSK 

 

 

 

 

Please bring your own chairs, snacks and beverages! 

Maybe you remember hearing “Sound off! (One! Two!)” in the movies – or maybe you were that young recruit just 

learning how to soldier. Well, sometimes local government is a little like old-fashioned “call and response”: your elected 

officials put information out in the public realm and…we wait! Sometimes, the response comes back quick and clear, and 

other times it takes awhile. But it’s ALWAYS good to hear that echo. 

Recently, when parking lots at Rocky Bend Nature Preserve had to abruptly close 

because of damage to the property and a prospective construction project being 

staged, the response to strategic planning that Potter Township did several years 

ago to establish the park (with several public feedback sessions) was suddenly 

heard loud and clear.  Residents were concerned about access, outraged at vandals, 

and wanted to share their ideas for addressing the issues. We hear you! That’s 

exactly what it will take for Potter to successfully and sustainably continue to offer 

public recreation adjacent to Raccoon Creek and a fruitful partnership with 

Independence Conservancy.  

Did you know that Independence 

Conservancy is a key reason that 

Raccoon Creek is now clear? Many 

local residents can recount their 

experience of swimming in the creek as kids and emerging orange because 

of Acid Mine Drainage upstream. Thanks to treatment systems in 

Washington County, installed by Conservancy leaders 2 decades ago, you 

can now see to the bottom of the creek in Potter Twp (and isn’t it beautiful!)  

and safely paddle the length of the watershed.  

Creating Rocky Bend Nature 

Preserve required a unique, 

public-private partnership that 

is rare in Pennsylvania and across the U.S. The advantages of local 

government working with a nonprofit partner are many: Potter is able to 

stretch township dollars for maintenance and park development, attract 

funding via a 501c3 not otherwise available to public entities, and develop 

a volunteer force with conservation and parks management expertise. 

Working with Independence Conservancy has truly been a win-win. 

Now that you have spoken, how can you get more connected, stay more 
deeply involved with Rocky Bend Nature Preserve? Please let us know if 

you are willing to pitch in on work projects, offer ideas for what needs to happen next, come out whenever we offer 
educational opportunities – and tell your nature-loving friends about our wonderful nature preserve!  Of course, support 
the Conservancy with your donations and time – it’s a very deserving organization. Finally, it’s time to formally establish 
Friends of Rocky Bend: give us a shout! 



POTTER TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS 

 

 

 

Sue Nash - Captain/Secretary 

Vicki Carlton - Chief 

    James Gabel - Asst. Chief/Pres. 

   

 Lois Podnar - Treasurer 

 

 

247 W. Mowry Road 

Monaca, PA 15061 

Phone: 724-495-3364 

Fax: 724-709-7074 

Email:  

PotterTwpVFD@yahoo.com 

Congratulations to Lyndsey S. from Columbiana, Ohio for winning the June 8th Food Ticket Fundraiser Raffle.   

Much thanks to Kurt and Alison for selling the tickets again!  Your help is invaluable in making the fundraisers a success. 

We would like to congratulate Nathan Chester for completing his Eagle Scout project.  Nathan and 

his crew built the Fire Deprtment a storage shed.  Congrats and thank you Nathan! 

 

 

 

 

Any of our neighbors know of any deceased fire department members—we are trying to 

update our “in memory of those that served” plaque that is hanging with pride in our 

hallway (or at least will be again once we get the names engraved). 

UPCOMING FUNDRAISERS 

Friday—July 30— Bourbon and Moonshine—BBQ @ Potter Township Municipal Building—BBQ  supplied by McGee’s 

Smokehouse, Bourbon & Moonshine Tasting is with McLaughlin’s Distillery.  Tickets are $20. 

Saturday—September 4— Car Cruise @ Raccoon Fair Grounds, 4pm to dusk.  Come on out to enjoy music, food, friends and 

of course—CARS! 

Saturday, September 25— Night at the Races @ Raccoon Fire Hall.  $30/ticket includes naming a horse and buffet dinner.  

Beer, soft drinks and snacks included.  There will be a cash bar available.  Throughout the evening will be a Chinese auction 

and 50/50 raffle. 

Any questions, call or text:  Lois @ 724-407-3304, Carrie @ 412-312-2421 or Sue @ 412-974-3754 

The Fire Department received a thank you from Ergon for responding 

to their fire in Newell, West Virginia on May 29th. 

The Fire Department would like to thank Rettop for 

supplying topsoil for their parking lot project. 



FOR RESIDENTS THAT USE THE TOWNSHIP DUMPSTERS:  

 There are three dumpsters behind the Municipal Office at 206 Mowry Road. 

They should be used the same as you would a garbage can for your residence... household 
trash and garbage only and in bags that can be tied shut. Please do not leave a bag on the 
ground near the dumpster. That interferes with the loading process, and worse, it 
encourages animals to visit (and usually shred the bags).   
 

IF THE DUMPSTERS ARE FULL, PLEASE DO NOT PLACE YOUR BAGS  
IN THE DUMPSTERS IF THE LIDS WON’T CLOSE! 

Follow us out on FACEBOOK! 

POTTER TOWNSHIP GARBAGE COLLECTION SCHEDULE—J. YOUNG REFUSE 
 

Your Collection Day is FRIDAY.  Please place your garbage at the curb, no more than five (5) 

feet from the road, the night before collection day.   Garbage cans must be set out by 6:00 am.  

Please make sure all containers are clearly visible from the street and are easily accessible. 

HOLIDAY COLLECTION SCHEDULE 

J. Young Refuse is CLOSED for the following holidays: 
Memorial Day — Fourth of July — Labor Day — Thanksgiving Day — Christmas Day — New Year’s Day 

Garbage will be collected the following day for all customers whose collection day falls on or after these holidays.  

SAVVY CITIZEN         SavvyCitizenApp.com  

 

 

To receive real time updates of what is occurring in 

Potter Township, download the free Savvy Citizen App. If you 

do not want the app, you can sign up for text or email 

notifications. The app will display both emergency 

notifications and community events. 

FOR APP USERS —- Download the “Savvy Citizen” app 

from the App Store or Google play. Open the app and put in 

the requested information if you would like to create an 

account OR skip all steps until it asks for your zip code. Type in 

15061 and select Potter.  Complete the setup by choosing if 

you want information from surrounding communities (check 

mark the communities you want to receive information from). 

When asked about Push Notifications, click ALLOW to receive 

notifications. 

FOR TEXT OR EMAIL NOTIFICATIONS —- Go to the 

Savvy Citizen website. Click “sign up” to create an account. 

Put in your zip code (15061) and select Potter. Then, as 

prompted, type in your cell phone number for text 

notifications and/or your email address for email 

notifications. 

Potter Township Library 

Come check out the LENDING 

LIBRARY located in the entryway of 

the municipal building! 

Keep informed with the latest Township news on  

our website:   

  www.pottertwp-pa.gov  



Phone:  724-495-6220 

Fax:  724-495-3222 

Email:  linda@pottertwp.comcastbiz.net 

Potter Township Municipal Office 

206 Mowry Road 

Monaca, PA 15061 

 

 

SUPERVISORS 

Rebecca Matsco         Earl ‘Butch’ Shamp         Al Cwynar 

Work Sessions — 1st Wednesday of each month — 6 PM                               

Regular Board Meetings — 2nd Wednesday each month — 6 PM 

_________________________________________ 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

Lauren Patton       Lenny Miller          Philip Floyd        

Mark Summerville        Tom Ruff 

(Alternates - George Barnes and Ed Kolis) 

          Regular Meetings — 3rd Thursday of each month  

7 PM (as needed) 

_________________________________________ 

All meetings are held at the Municipal Building                            

206 Mowry Road, Monaca, PA 15061 

ALL TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND! 

POTTER TOWNSHIP POTTER TOWNSHIP DATES TO REMEMBER 

Aug 4 6:00 pm—Work Session—Twp Building 

Aug 7 7:00 pm—ICE CREAM PARTY & MUSIC 

 Dusk—FIREWORKS—Township Municipal Park 

Aug 11 6:00 pm—Business Meeting—Twp Building & ZOOM 

Sep 1 6:00 pm—Work Session—Twp Building 

Sep 4 CAR CRUISE—Raccoon Township Fairgrounds 

Sep 6 Labor Day—Township Office Closed 

Sep 8 6:00 pm—Business Meeting—Twp Building & ZOOM 

Sep 25 POTTER TWP VFD—NIGHT AT THE RACES 

Oct 6 6:00 pm—Work Session—Twp Building 

Oct 11 Columbus Day—Township Office Closed 

Oct 13 6:00 pm—Business Meeting—Twp Building & ZOOM 


