POTTER TOWNSHIP

Winter 2021

Of Vaccines and Volunteers

Not many Americans expected
that, at the end of 2021, we would still
be in the same conversation about a
pandemic that we began in early 2020.
In March of last year, Potter Township
declared a “disaster emergency”
believing we had a small role to play in
public health and that our resilient
community would be back to normal
within weeks. Yet, for the second year
in a row, our Recreation Board has had
to cancel or postpone event after
event — including the upcoming
Christmas Bingo. Board Chair Nicole
Cwynar says, “We will be so glad to
undertake a full program again next
year. We miss seeing residents get
together!”

As disappointing as it may
seem to miss these communal
festivities, we have so much to be
grateful for and to anticipate. In spite
of pandemic-related adjustments, our
volunteers continued to plan and carry
out activities that benefit every
resident and visitor in Potter Twp
through this year. The “Rec” Board
pulled off a wonderful Fireworks
Festival that gathered families from
across the township (and even across
township borders!).

Planning Commission members met
as needed to accomplish their duties
and offer advisement to our Board.
Independence Conservancy volunteers
from Potter and around Beaver
County made significant progress on
several key projects in the Rocky Bend
Nature Preserve. Our volunteer Fire
Department responded to every crisis
that came its way — and managed to
undertake important training and
building improvements at the same
time. Even while we wait for a lasting
end to COVID mandates and alarms,
residents and friends are stepping up
and making us better.

Here's the thing: YOU are
important too! To be sustainable, our
volunteer force needs fresh energy,
ideas and support. Make a resolution
in 2022 to engage with one of our
groups with your help and perhaps
even a donation. Been there, done
that? If you served the township in
past years and cannot now, please
urge a neighbor to get involved — and
let them know how satisfying it can
be. Above all, let’s resolve to share
the best year ever in Potter Township!

Merry Christmas T Happy New Year,

The Potter Board, Staff < Volunteers

Potter Township Municipal Building
206 Mowry Road
Monaca, PA 15061

Township Office Hours

Monday—Thursday: 10 am—4 pm
Friday: CLOSED

Municipal Office 724-495-6220

Fax 724-495-3222
Email linda@pottertwp.comcastbiz.net
Secretary/Treasurer Linda McCoy
Road Department Justin Cwynar
Zoning Officer Justin Cwynar
‘Website WWW.pottertwp-pa.gov
Facebook Potter Twp Beavercountypa

Emergency 911

Police—non-emergency 724-774-0271
Fire—non-emergency 724-495-3364
Animal Control 724-775-5801

Schools

Central Valley School District
Central Valley Office

Central Valley High School
Central Valley Middle School
Todd Lane Elementary

Center Grange Primary School
Latch Key Program

724-775-5600
724-775-4300
724-775-8200
724-775-1050
724-775-8201
724-774-7020

Utilities

Duquesne Light Co. 412-393-7100
Peoples Natural Gas 800-764-0111
Center Township Water Authority 724-774-7960
Mun Water Auth of Aliquippa 724-375-5525
J. Young Refuse 724-495-6199

Real Estate Tax Collector

Victoria Leininger 412-759-9184
taxcollector@pottertwp.comcastbiz.net

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS

Rebecca Matsco, Chair
Earl “Butch” Shamp
Al Cwynar
Work Sessions:
1st Wednesday 6pm
3rd/5thWednesday—if needed 6pm

Regular Meetings:
2nd Wednesday 6pm
4th Wednesday—if needed 6pm

PLANNING COMMISSION
Regular Meetings—if needed:
3rd Thursday 7pm
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Best Wishes for 2022 from Independence Conservancy

Happy New Year from all the folks at Independence Conservancy! Thanks to
everyone who helped with our efforts for clean water, healthy habitat and <
quiet green space in the Raccoon Creek Watershed. If you're looking for ways
to give this season, consider donating to support Independence Conservancy’s
work to protect and restore Raccoon Creek. Send your check payable to S EBINIDEN
"Independence Conservancy” to PO Box 248, Industry, PA 15052-0248. Your ‘"= <wiwme~CF
gift is tax deductible. Every dollar stays right here in our own back yard.

Volunteers Plant Big Trees at Rocky Bend | Independence Conservancy secured a donation of ten
e ' e S |[andscape-sized trees for Potter Township from the

b ; TreePennsylvania Grant Program. On a sunny November
day, this group planted the trees near the Blending Barn at
Rocky Bend Nature Preserve. L to R: Peg Schweinsberg,
") Lexa Taylor, Devin Taydus, Rebecca Matsco, Brooks Miller,
Betsy Woodling, Jeremy Newton, and Jenny Fiscus. Devin
and Jeremy are arborists with Bartlett Tree Experts. Peg,
Lexa, Betsy and Jenny are directors of the Conservancy.
Brooks is the new member of Potter's Road Department.
Rebecca is supervisor chair.
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POTTER TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS

V|ck| Carlton - Chief
James Gabel - Asst. Chief/President

Sue Nash - Captain/Secretary

Lois Podnar - Treasurer

Fax: 724-709-7074

Email:

247 W. Mowry Road
Monaca, PA 15061

Phone: 724-495-3364 PotterTwpVFD@yahoo.com

TWAS the night before Christmas

Throughout the Township of Potter

Not a fireman was stirring

Not even because we’re hotter!

The bunker gear was hung in the lockers so neat
In hope Beaver County 911 would let us all sleep.
WHEN all of a sudden the siren did blare in the night,
Awakening all with a bit of a fright.

Calling all firefighters, come hither, come quick,
Your neighbor’s chimney is on fire and

It’s burning St. Nick!

Public Service Announcement Please clean your

>

chimney and check it for cracks, \
And open the flue before you light
that stack!

NOW Jim, now Sue, now Aaron, now
Candace and Vicki, on Brian, on Bean,
on Lance, Pat and Casey,

To the station you go, to the station

with speed,
We have a neighbor in trouble, a neighbor in need!
THEY came in a flash by car and by truck,

To help out a neighbor, not having good luck!

They put out the fire and did it so quick,

And also were able to rescue St. Nick!

Public Service /Maybe It's Time To

Add A New Suit
To Your Wardrobe

Announcement

We’re always looking for
firefighters, come on out and join
our herd!

WE want to give thanks to our family

and friends,

\(olunteer Firefighters Are Needed/

And the Potter Supervisors who have
been nothing but kind.

Your support means a lot, and keeps us afloat,

Whether buying tickets or soup, or tasting bourbon or wine.
Our fund raisers have been very successful this year,

We hope to continue, we might need new gear!

CONGRATS to Phil C. from Ohio they say,

He won the last food ticket, Crazy Kurt helped him play!

WINTER 2021

OUR members continue to train, with

tools and bars,

We went out to Moore’s to cut up
some cars.

The experience was great for young
and for old,

And neighboring departments also had §
fun in the cold!

Our training continued with drones in the
air,

And thermal imaging cameras helping us
search for victims with care.

DECEMBER has been a busy month for
everyone we’re sure,

From baking and shopping, and decorating
your tree...

Public Service Announcement

-

For all of you with a live tree,
Please remember to water it,
it is our plea,

If your tree is “not real”, check
your lights and cords for
cracks and frays, We really

don’t want to come out and

play. (social visits only

preferred!)

THE Fire Department began the month with a wine and food
pairing, much fun was had by all, even the recipe sharing!

We continued our party at the station for our members with
one main goal,

Friendship, fun, good food and of course Don Campbell and Jim
Gabel winning corn hole!

And last but not
least, Merry
Christmas to one
and to all,
Happy and healthy
New Year to the
big and the small!
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A Little Potter History in One Real Life

Rebecca Matsco

| had just finished viewing the 2012 History Channel series “The Men Who Built America” when | started this free book on my
Kindle, not imagining how close to home it would land. The television series takes place over roughly
a century — early/mid 1800s to 1900s — and dramatizes the ambition of pioneering industrialists like
Cornelius Vanderbilt, John D. Rockefeller, Andrew Carnegie, JP Morgan, the Astors and Henry Ford.
Remarkably, “An American Princess: The Many Lives of Allene Tew” by Annejet van der Ziyl fell
neatly into the same time frame and featured many of the same icons that Tew came to know over

her lifetime.
Allene Tew was born in 1872 into the limited circumstances of a founding family near Lake (o
Chatauqua. Her life was transformed through marriage to Theodore “Tod” Hostetter, the heir of his ‘ ,',f,',',,‘{,"j:{'h

father David’s wealth from making “Dr. J. Hostetter’s Celebrated Stomach Bitters”, introduced to
astounding success in 1854. By the 1870s, the potion was selling over 1 million bottles each year,
ardently supported by the free almanac that Hostetter published for his faithful customers. \
Hostetter’s Bitters had been widely distributed during the Civil War and, though mostly alcohol, was ‘ lho{ﬂan& e vjA”(‘;‘; Tew
popular with teetotalers during Prohibition. Allene married into the prominence of the Pittsburgh \\ LY

t

Hostetters in 1891 under the cloud of an uplanned pregnancy and began a social climb that would

take her through seven marriages and to the very heights of wealth and prominence in America and Europe.

During the Panic of 1893, living in New York and with the alcohol business largely unaffected, Tod Hostetter purchased over 250
acres at the mouth of Raccoon Creek on the Ohio River that he called “Naid’s Delight” and built Hostetter House, a gigantic 25-
room log cabin hunting lodge with a large dining-ballroom, quarters for servants, a jetty for the yacht and stables, polo fields and
kennels. Allene, an able and avid horsewoman since her younger years, kept 40 chestnut riding horses there and taught her
children horsemanship on their vacations in western Pennsylvania. The home remained in Allene’s family and stood until 1935,
when it succumbed to a fire set by the adopted daughter of the caretaking couple.

| recommend this quick and fascinating read that brings to life an American elitism that pushed the nation in progressive and often
spectacular ways, until anti-trust legislation again democratized “the pursuit of happiness”. For her part, Allene Tew embodied
that ambition in clever and persistent fashion, climbing the social ladder of Pittsburgh, then New York, before becoming actual
royalty in the houses of Europe. The local touch adds a fun perspective to this other-worldly existence. Find this on Kindle for free
— or borrow a copy from Potter Free Library, directly inside the doors of the township building!
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Paying your Township

Real Estate Taxes:

PAYMENTS CAN BE MAILED TO:
Victoria M. Leininger, CPTC —
Real Estate Tax Collector
105 Mowry Road, Monaca, PA 15061
(Please mail real estate bill with a
self-addressed stamped envelope if you
desire a dated receipt)

Jan 3 Supervisors Organization Meeting - 6:00 pm in the Twp Building & ZOOM
Jan 17 MARTIN LUTHER KING JR DAY — MUNICIPAL OFFICE CLOSED
Feb 2 Work Session — 6:00 pm in the Twp Building
Feb 9 Supervisors Business Meeting - 6:00 pm in the Twp Building & ZOOM
Feb 21 PRESIDENTS DAY — MUNICIPAL OFFICE CLOSED
APPOINTMENTS:
Call 412-759-9184 for an appointment
or if you have any questions.
(Please leave your name & phone number

along with a message & the Tax Collector
will get back to you ASAP!)

©00000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000000
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Mar 2 Work Session — 6:00 pm in the Twp Building
Mar 9 Supervisors Business Meeting - 6:00 pm in the Twp Building & ZOOM
Apr 6 Work Session — 6:00 pm in the Twp Building
Apr 13 Supervisors Business Meeting - 6:00 pm in the Twp Building & ZOOM
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News Around the “Township"

WINTER TOWNSHIP ROAD SAFETY POTTER TOWNSHIP ROAD DEPARTMENT

HAS A NEW RTV!

Justin and Brooks will be using the RTV

snow — whether shoveled or plowed, snow must remain for ROAD WORK & PARK MAINTENANCE!
on your property and not be put on Township roads or :

One of the Township Ordinances addresses roads and

/ - ’
rights-of-way. Same with parking... vehicles must not be " : %
parked along Township roads or rights-of-way. This would “ / o
interfere with the Township’s ability to plow and maintain Wrp— e

the roadways.

More details can be found on the e
Township website under General Code -’ ;~=:.. /. :".
— search for 200-16.

Thank you for yYour
cooperation!

STINKIN CUTE TREES—made right here in Potter Township!

(in the truck) Brooks Miller, Cameron Michel & Elijah Crowe

(standing left to right) Shirley Hennessy, Myrna Hennessy, Lynn Davidson, Kerry
Haggard (kneeling) Mackenzie Casasanta,
Maddy Anderson and the Stinkin Cute Trees
poster child Ruby.

Potter’s own Maren Cwynar greets Santa Claus as he makes

his way through Potter Township with the Fire Department!

POTTER TOWNSHIP CONGRATULATES THE
CENTRAL VALLEY FOOTBALL TEAM
WINNING ITS SECOND STRAIGHT PIAA CLASS 3A
CHAMPIONSHIP IN HERSHEY!

Posed with their loudest cheerleader —

the Potter Township VFD Rescue Truck:
QAL b A : ‘ Keegan Adamson
-

e ' Potter Township resident—JACKSON TONYA
[ ]

Kaden Colville
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Potter Township Municipal Office
206 Mowry Road, Monaca, PA 15061
Phone: 724-495-6220 Fax: 724-495-3222

Email: linda@pottertwp.comcastbiz.net

POTTER TOWNSHIP

SUPERVISORS

Rebecca Matsco Earl ‘Butch’ Shamp Al Cwynar

Work Sessions — 1* Wednesday of each month — 6 PM

Regular Board Meetings — 2" Wednesday of each month — 6 PM

PLANNING COMMISSION

Lauren Patton Lennie Miller Philip Floyd
Mark Summerville Tom Ruff
(Alternates - George Barnes and Ed Kolis)
Regular PC Meetings — 3rd Thursday of each month

7 PM (as needed)

All meetings are held at the Township Municipal Building

206 Mowry Road, Monaca, PA 15061

WINTER 2021

2022 BOARD OF SUPERVISORS
ORGANIZATION MEETING

The Supervisors’ Annual Organization
Meeting will be held on
Monday, January 3, 2022 at 6 PM

at the Municipal Building and on ZOOM.

All residents are invited to attend.
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