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A Well-Lived Century  

Ruth Summy was born in the Greensburg PA hospital in 1922 and 

lived on her family’s Mount Pleasant farm as the eldest of nine 

children.  On September 8th, Ruth passed the century mark — and 

it was happily marked with a fire department parade down Pleasant 

Drive in her honor. Happy, happy birthday, Ruth! 

When Ruth graduated high school, she attended the nursing school 

Greensburg before working several years in the Westmoreland 

Hospital maternity ward. Even with World War II then happening, 

Ruth remembers plenty of babies born at the hospital. She moved 

to a Cleveland suburb and worked at the Uron Hospital for several 

years before relocating to Fort Lauderdale FL to spend about a year 

at a hospital there. Ruth returned home to Westmoreland in the 

medical/surgical areas, serving as Nurse Supervisor. 

When Ruth retired, she cared for 

her mother at the family farm 

and remained there until just 

seven years ago when younger 

brother Homer and sister-in-law 

Shelley insisted she come to 

Potter to live with them on 

Pleasant Drive — at the young 

age of 92.  (con’t) 

COMING UP  
 

SUPERVISOR MEETINGS 

October 12 — Board Meeting 

October 26 — Budget Work Session 

November 2 — Work Session 

November 9 — Board Meeting 

December 7 — Work Session 

December 14 — Board Meeting 
 

RECYCLING PICKUP 

October 7 & 21 

November 4 & 18 

December 2, 16 & 30 
 

EVENTS 

October 31 Halloween Trick’or’Treat 

5:30 — 7:30 PM 

November 8 Election Day 7AM — 8PM 

November 11 Veterans Day, closed 

November 13  Black’n’Golden 50’s 

Steeler Tailgate Party, 12:30 PM  

November 24/25 Thanksgiving, closed 

December 10 Holiday BINGO 

6 — 8 PM at the Municipal Building 



Ten years after putting an option on the old Horsehead manufacturing site, Shell Chemicals Appalachia moves from 
construction to operations in Potter Township. Residents have both welcomed and wearied of this decade of change, 
eager to find our new “normal” with the township’s biggest neighbor.  

The Long Road to Shell   

Century (con’t)... 

A traveler all her life, Ruth has visited England, France 

and the Netherlands, as well as much of the US. She 

credits her longevity to plenty of work and walking 

throughout her life. She taught herself to play piano and 

still loves to create artwork with colored pencils. She still 

has five living siblings and plays dominoes nightly with 

brother Homer and their neighbor, Shawn Baker.  

According to Ruth, 

she’s done 

everything except 

get married! 

 

Happiest 

100th 

Birthday, Ruth,  

from your 

neighbors in 

Potter 

Township! 

 

 

 

New Secretary-Treasurer  

Takes a Seat 

The Board of Supervisors voted at the September 

business meeting to appoint Potter resident Mark 

Czarnecki our new Secretary-Treasurer.  Mark’s 

background in education and finance strongly 

recommended him for taking on the broad variety of 

duties that come with serving our one-person office and 

the diverse requirements and requests that come with it! 

While no two townships are alike, staff in smaller rural 

municipalities like Potter are routinely involved with 

everything from big questions of environmental 

protection and public safety to momentary concerns for 

a stray animal or burned-out light bulbs in public 

restrooms. Potter residents are known to be gracious, 

hospitable and patient with changing conditions, so Mark 

will be in good hands!  Join the Supervisors in welcoming 

Mark aboard — we wish him many years of fruitful 

service in Potter. 

NEW Township Office Hours 

Monday — Friday 

10 AM — 4 PM 

Contact: 

Secretary@pottertwp.comcastbiz.net 





Making a Stink: Brown 

marmorated stink 

bug 

The brown marmorated stink bug is an 

invasive bug that is a serious pest of 

fruit, vegetable, and other crops. It 

becomes a nuisance in homes as it is 

attracted to the outside of houses on 

warm fall days in search of protected, 

overwintering sites and can enter houses in large numbers. 

Accidentally introduced from east Asia into eastern 

Pennsylvania, it was first collected in 1998, although it 

probably arrived several years earlier. It has since spread 

throughout most of North America. 

Description Adults are approximately 17 mm (0.66 in) 

long with shades of brown on both upper and lower body 

surfaces. They are “shield" shaped like other stink bugs, 

almost as wide as they are long, with lighter bands on the 

antennae and darker bands on the membranous, 

overlapping part at the rear of the front pair of wings than 

other kinds. They have patches of small coppery or bluish-

metallic colored depressions on the head and pronotum. 

Scent glands are located on the abdomen and thorax. 

The tiny eggs (1.6 x 1.3 mm) are light yellow to orange and 

are attached, side-by-side, to the underside of leaves in 

masses of 20 to 30 eggs. This species probably has a single 

generation per year in Pennsylvania, although warm spring 

and summer conditions may permit two. Adults emerge in 

the spring to mate and deposit eggs May to August.  

Agriculture Stink bugs feed on a wide variety of host 

plants, including apples, stone fruits (peaches, apricots etc) 

and figs, crops and many ornamental plants and weeds. 

Feeding on tree fruits such as apple results in a 

characteristic distortion referred to as “cat facing," that 

renders the fruit unmarketable as a fresh product (Figs. 4, 

5). Beans may have scarred, sunken areas or deformed 

pods, while tomatoes and peppers may have spongy areas 

and internal tissue damage.  

Humans These stink bugs can produce allergic reactions 

in individuals who are sensitive to the bugs' odor, especially 

those sensitive to the odors of cockroaches and lady 

beetles. If the insects are crushed or smashed against 

exposed skin, they can produce dermatitis at the point of 

contact in a small percentage of the population. 

Structures The stink bug will not reproduce inside 

structures or cause damages. Mechanical exclusion is the 

best method to keep stink bugs from entering homes and 

buildings. Cracks around windows, doors, siding, utility 

pipes, behind chimneys, and underneath the wood fascia 

and other openings should be sealed with good quality 

silicone or silicone-latex caulk. Damaged screens on doors 

and windows should be repaired or replaced. 

Exterior insecticides may offer some minor relief from 

infestations but, because insecticides are broken down by 

sunlight, the residual effect of the material will be greatly 

decreased and may not kill the insects much beyond several 

days or a week. Use and store pesticides carefully. 

FUN FOR ALL 
 

OCTOBER 31 

HALLOWEEN  

TRICK’OR’TREAT 

5:30 — 7:30 PM 

 

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13 

BLACK’N’GOLDEN 50’s 

STEELERS TAILGATE PARTY 

12:30 PM Municipal Bldg 

Come dressed for the game! 

 

DECEMBER 10 

HOLIDAY 

FAMILY BINGO 

6 PM — 8 PM 

Municipal Bldg 

Prizes and Christmas refreshments! 

Michael J Skvarla 

PSU Extension, 2017 

https://extension.psu.edu/media/wysiwyg/extensions/catalog_product/8/6/3f0ee1e4a348e99559a940065943a7/brown-marmorated-stink-bug-adult-62edeb3ab94ae.jpeg
https://extension.psu.edu/media/wysiwyg/extensions/catalog_product/8/6/3f0ee1e4a348e99559a940065943a7/stink-bug-apple-damage62edeb3abf0b2.jpeg


HAVE A BIKE? GIVE A BIKE. 

NEED A BIKE?  TAKE A BIKE. 
 

CommuniCycle — a program that matches kids with 

bikes that need repair and teaches them how to care 

for their new wheels — got its start in Aliquippa. 

Now, Mt Pleasant’s youth program “The Way” 

mentors its young people as they learn bike repair, 

then gives away bikes, trikes, scooters, helmets and 

other donated gear.  

Residents from the area are invited to donate unused 

bicycles for repair and re-homing, or to stop by the 

church parking lot at any time to choose a childrens’ 

bike to take home. Some of the available kid’s models 

are set up directly next to the Little Needs Pantry, so 

passing motorists on Rt 18 can stop at their 

convenience to browse the selection. 
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Have you seen this beauty? 

VFD Election Day 

Soup, Hoagie & 

Bake Sale 

 
 ORDER BY NOVEMBER 1ST   ● 

 

Pre-order your favorites and support the 

Potter Township Volunteer Fire Department!  
 

Contact Lois Podnar at 724.407.3304 or Sue 

Nash at 412.974.3754 to place your order. 
 

SOUPS 

Chicken Noodle or Beef Vegetable 

Quart — $9.00 

Pint — $5.00 
 

8” HOAGIES FROM HENRY LEE’S DELI 

Turkey or Italian — $10.00 

Turkey: turkey, Swiss cheese, lettuce, tomato 

Italian: capicola ham, pepperoni, salami, 

provolone, lettuce, tomato 
 

Food Raffle tickets also for sale! 

 
 

MUNICIPAL BUILDING RENTALS: 

Now booking for 2023 
 
With just a few dates still available in 2022, the Potter 

Township Municipal Building and Municipal Park are also 

booking for rentals in 2023, for both Potter residents and 

Non-residents or businesses. Rental rates vary by user. 
 

Use of the building includes 

 Main room with seating for over 100 

 Flat screen TV and free wi-fi 

 Full kitchen with ice machine and generous refrigerator 

& freezer space 

 Park pavilion and playground 

 Plenty of parking.  
 

The $100 security deposit protects your rental date, as well 

as the Township’s investment. For availability and 

reservations, contact the Township Office at 724.495.6222 

or Secretary@pottertwp.comcastbiz.net.  

Resident rate: $150 

Non-resident rate: $300 

 



Potter Twp Municipal Office 

206 Mowry Road 

Monaca, PA 15061  

p: 724.495.6220 

f: 724.495.3222 

w: www.pottertwp-pa.gov  

MUNICIPAL OFFICE HOURS  beginning October  3        Monday thru Friday   10 AM — 4 PM 

 

Photo credit: Pleasant Drive resident Mindy Barnes 

HELPING HANDS FOOD PANTRY 

Potter residents are invited to donate or receive food and clothing at Helping Hands 

(Christian House Baptist Chapel / Rt 18) on the first Saturday of each month: 

 November 5 & December 3 

Helping Hands is now accepting donations of candy for childrens’ Christmas goodie bags! 

November 8th, 2022 

7 AM — 8 PM 

Potter Twp Municipal Bldg 

http://www.pottertwp-pa.gov/

