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POTTER TOWNSHIP NEWS SUMMER 2022

COMING UP

On June 30th, Potter resident Linda McCoy observed her
last day as our Township Secretary/Treasurer. Linda has
August 3 — Work Session been the consummate professional and the face of Potter
Twp. for the past eight years.

SUPERVISOR MEETINGS

August 10 — Board Meeting
September 7 — Work Session

Linda helped guide the board through many complicated
September 14 — Board Meeting

and difficult times, often keeping the board focused on the

tasks at hand: the Shell project, the Yellow Gate project and

RECYCLING PICKUP the boundary line dispute with Center Twp. just to mention

Fridays, July 15 & 29 a few — all while managing and tracking millions of dollars
August 12 & 26 in Township funds.

RESIDENTIAL KNOTWEED Linda has been the ultimate liaison and champion of Potter
WORKSHOP & WILDFLOWER WALK Township, always taking time to hear the public’s concerns,
Saturday, July 23 and always keeping the board aware of the pulse of the

9 AM at Potter Twp Fire Dept constituents and businesses.

Rain date July 30
Ra uly 30] Linda will continue to serve the Township with very limited

PTVED BBQ & BOURBON ‘ Eourstés \icve seek to E” rhgr tp05|t|f[).n. We ask that residents
July 29 Fundraiser CANCELLED 1~ Panent as we make this transttion.
The Board of Supervisors would like to thank Linda for her
service to Potter Township and wish her the very best as
she turns the page to the next chapter in her life.

FAMILY FIREWORKS FESTIVAL
Saturday, August 6, 6 PM—dark
Township Municipal Park

(Rain date August 13) Butch Shamp for Hhe Township Supervisors




Nature's Nasties:
Why Knotweed is Not Good

You've no doubt seen that tall, lush, bamboo-looking plant
that seems to line every creek bank, fill every roadside ditch
or crowd every abandoned place in western Pennsylvania.
Chances are, you're looking at Japanese knotweed.

Japanese knotweed is considered a noxious weed and an
invasive plant by the PA Department of Agriculture. What is
an invasive plant and why is it bad? An invasive plant like
Japanese knotweed is one that evolved elsewhere — in this
case, Asia — was brought here deliberately and/or by
accident, and grew out of control without its homeland
competitors and predators to keep it in check. Once an area
is overtaken by an invasive, the plants that do belong — the
native plants — cannot compete, and they slowly die out. This
upsets nature’s balance, depriving wildlife on land and water
of food and shelter.

Japanese knotweed seeds, which form in late summer on pale
yellow sprays of flowers, float downstream and start new
patches along waterways. Dense tangles of knotweed are
nearly impossible to walk through but do not hold the soil on
a stream bank, leading to erosion. Erosion turns soil to mud.
Muddy water smothers macroinvertebrates, the tiny animals
that fish eat. The whole food chain is upset, from top to

bottom.

What can you do about Japanese knotweed? First, learn to
identify it and, if you have it on your property, control it. Penn
State Extension has guidance on what to do: https://
extension.psu.edu/japanese-knotweed. Share your knowledge
and work together with your neighbors.: knotweed doesn’t
respect property lines. Some people say nothing can be done
to control Japanese knotweed. This isn't true; patience,
persistence and an educated approach will work in the long
run.

If you don’t want to spray the leaves, try this method: wait
until June or July when the canes are very high and thick at
the bottom. Cut the canes off about a foot tall, just below a
bulging joint segment. Prepare a one or two-gallon pump-
type hand sprayer tank with a solution of half water and half
glyphosate concentrate (Roundup). Be sure to use
concentrated glyphosate, 41% or more, not “ready-to-use”
weed killer. Pump the sprayer up and carefully fill the hollow
center of each stem with the solution (see photo). The
solution will make its way into the underground rhizomes of
the knotweed clump and kill it. If the knotweed is flowering
when you do this treatment, be sure to bag and dispose of all
the flowers and seeds. Use an agricultural dye or blue food
coloring to help you see which stems you have treated.
Glyphosate does not persist in the soil, and is safe when used
as directed on the label. Always read and follow label
directions. Good luck!

ABOVE: In this case, green is not good: Japanese knotweed (circled in orange) lines both sides of Raccoon Creek, choking out plants that belong in the
landscape, leading to shoreline erosion, muddy water, and loss of food and cover for wildlife. BELOW: Knotweed knock-out: knotweed plants shown one
month after cutting down the canes and filling the hollow stems with a blue-dyed solution of 50% water and 50% glyphosate concentrate. Rainfall doesn’t

interfere with this technique. This patch of knotweed is trouble no more.
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Help is here! > \
RESIDENTIAL KNOTWEED .
WORKSHOP
Learn no-spray injection ~ \NDEPENDENCE
knoiweed controI! nnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnnn

Saturday, July 23 (Rain date July 30)
9 AM at Potter Twp Fire Dept
10:30 AM Wildflower Walk at Rocky Bend
Please RSVP: Call or Text 724.888.3303 /




POTTER TOWNSHIP
JOB POSTING
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SECRETARY/TREASURER

The Board of Potter Township, Beaver County, is
accepting applications for the position of Secretary/
Treasurer. It is anticipated this job will be 30 hours a
week.

Primary responsibilities of the position include payroll,
general treasurer responsibilities, permit processing,
facility rentals, general office duties, reports, and public
communication.

Resumes will be accepted until the position is filled.
Interested candidates may send a resume to Garen
Fedeles, 722 Turnpike Street, Beaver, PA, 15009 or by
email to garen@ssslawyer.com.

One man’'s trash...

Unlike most municipalities, Potter Township residents
enjoy garbage collection that is paid for by the township —
no extra household bill here!

Our waste collection day is every Friday with exceptions for
certain holidays, inclement weather, or lack of drivers. The
pick-up will then be on Saturday. Recyclables are collected
every other Friday. Please check Savvy Citizen, the
Township website, or Facebook for information on
changes; we post them as soon as we receive them.

All items at curbside will be picked up, again with some
exceptions:

e Refrigerators or items with Freon gas
e Automobile parts including tires
e Flammable materials

e Grass clippings, tree branches, shrubs and yard waste.

To discard large items such as furniture, you should contact
Young Refuse at 724-495-6199 to arrange a special pick up
or if you have any questions concerning pick-up.

There are dumpsters behind the Municipal Building, placed
there for parties renting the building and for residents who
may have missed a garbage pick-up. A sign above the

Are we really rural?

The Center for Rural Pennsylvania recently revised
its definitions to identify rural and urban counties,
school districts, and municipalities in Pennsylvania
following the 2020 Census results. In May 2022, the
following definition of a “rural municipality” was
established:

A municipality is rural when the number of people
per square mile in the municipality is fewer than 291
or the municipality is in a rural county and has fewer
than 2,500 residents. Other municipalities are
considered urban.

Potter Township experienced a drop in population,
from 548 in 2010 to 520 in the 2020 census. Spread
over about 6 square miles, Township population
density is just under 87 people per square mile. So,
definitely rural. Beaver County, on the other hand, is
considered urban. These definitions can determine
when local government is eligible for certain kinds of
funding — or subject to certain regulations!

Center for

The Center for Rural Pennsylvania
A is a bipartisan, bicameral
(I legislative agency that serves as a

. _ resource for rural policy within the
Pennsylvani !
oo e B Pennsylvania General Assembly.

dumpsters offers
information on what

IDUMPSTER)

RULES | is prohibited in the
o All Trash Must Fit INSIDE | dumpsters.
Dumpster With Lid Closed
SN Furniture. Recently there has
© No Appliances. been a lot of excess
® No Carpet. garbage filling up the

® No Construction Materials.
© 24 Hour Surveillance.

' POTTER TOWNSHIP |
| RESIDENTS ONLY
f VIOLATORS WILL BE PROSECUTED
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dumpsters, leaving no
room for building
renters to use them.
Because we have so
many summer rentals,
the dumpsters will
now be locked.

Please do not leave

bags or boxes next to
or on top of the locked dumpsters. There is a 24 hour
security camera focused on the dumpsters.

Thank you for helping us get through our busy rental
season. Hopefully we can allow citizen dumpster use again
in the fall.

Supervisor AL Cwynor

P.S.

We are quickly booking rental dates for 2023! Don't forget
to choose your dates soon for grads, birthdays, baby
showers and more!



POTTER FAMILY FIREWORKS fun fact:

Saturday, August éth |/ lead singer

6 PM to dark | | & guitarist Connor
Wilson will soon move

onto Bauer Road and
join the Poftter family!

Pop quiz!

~ A) When was the very
FIRST fireworks
b celebration in Potter
Brusters Ice Cream Trugk TR , S S Township?2

Steel City Fries Truck . . ;R ™ B) What was the
o o 4 . occasion?

DUSK P MR T~ C)Were YOU there?
Fireworks by Pyrotechnico '

(Rain date August 13th)
‘ iAuod jpaib
- D SSIW } uplp NOA 8doH D
Bring your own lawn chair/blankei,"cooler etc uolpIgaeD |PIUUBIUSD
and visit with neighbors! d . \ ; cusumol Jegt‘;; .3
¢ i : (SIOMSUY

Photo credit: Potter Township resident Casey Harrington

MUNICIPAL OFFICE HOURS beginning July 13 MondayeWednesdayeFriday 10 AM — 4 PM

Potter Twp Municipal Office
206 Mowry Road

Monaca, PA 15061

p: 724.495.6220

f: 724.495.3222

w: www.pottertwp-pa.gov



http://www.pottertwp-pa.gov/

From your Potter Township
VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT

A BIG congratulations to Brian
Campbell and Candace Carlton for all of the hard
work, dedication and time they put in to achieve their
Firefighter | certification! This certification allows our fire
department to apply for and, hopefully, receive more
grants for fire equipment and gear. Thank you for your
sacrifice to achieve this goal!

Potter Twp VFD recently received new radios, required
to comply with a digital update by our county 9-1-1 center. Thank
you to the Township Supervisors who helped fund the upgrade
and to our neighbors that support all of our fundraisers. The radios
are currently being installed and training on their use will begin
soon.

Our department also recently ordered new battery-operated
rescue ftools. Our members, as well as our mutual aid
departments, took part in a fraining on the tools held at Moore's
Towing in Raccoon Twp. A shout-out to Moore’s for the cars we
used and the area they gave us to practice! The tools will make
a difference in fime and efficiency at motor vehicle accidents
and rescues.

Thank you to Lynn and Kerry of Stinkin’ Cute
Trees for organizing a very successful Craft Fair at the Fire Department
on May 21st. The weather cooperated wonderfully. We hope to
continue this craft show on an annual basis. Thank you to all who
supported the Fire Department and to our talented neighbors who
participated!

We regretfully announce the cancellation of the 2nd Annual Barbeque
& Bourbon fundraiser planned for July 29th; we'll let you know what's
coming next. See you at the fireworks!

Welcome, James Catanzaro & Christie Gable
to our fire-fighting family

(you, too, can join — just ask us how!)




@)m your Potter Township

RECREATION BOARD
2022 Event Schedule

AUGUST 6
AN AN POTTER FAMILY FIREWORKS
§:~f - / : 6 PM to Dark

: Music — lce Cream — Loaded Fries
Fireworks!

OCTOBER 31

HALLOWEEN TRICK'OR'TREAT
5:30 — 7:30 PM
Potter Twp, You've got this!

SUNDAY, NOVEMBER 13
BLACK'N'GOLDEN
STEELERS TAILGATE PARTY

12:30 PM at the Municipal Building
Over-50 crowd, join us dressed for the game!

st.**

DECEMBER 10

HOLIDAY BINGO
6 PM — 8 PM

Prepare to win and enjoy Christmas refreshments!

o



