
       INFRASTRUCTURE:    
    More than a buzzword  Rebecca Matsco 

For residents in Potter Township, leaving our community to shop, worship or work, to go to school or out to eat, is an everyday 

experience. After a decade of demolition and construction at the Shell site, we have learned to time our trips to avoid bus snarls 

and found our way around even after Raccoon Creek Road closed to through traffic. Now, we hear a great deal about 

government investments in infrastructure and we can be glad that these dollars will 

positively and directly affect Potter Township! 

 

FEDERAL 
Already, early work to prepare Montgomery Lock & Dam for complete renovation 

has begun. Once the final design is completed, in late 2023, about 10 years of work 

is ahead for the US Army Corps of Engineers to modernize and repair lock 

chambers using some $900 million in federal funds. The upgrades will help ensure 

that one of the most important structures on 

one of America‟s most important inland 

waterways is safe and navigable year-round.  

 

STATE 
About the same time that the dam project is kicking off, PennDOT (PA Dept of 

Transportation) expects to begin a full replacement of the existing truss bridge over 

Raccoon Creek on Route 18/Frankfort Road. The new bridge will be on the downstream 

side of the present structure and the road will be realigned to improve safety and 

geometry. Even though PADOT expects to maintain traffic on the existing bridge during 

construction, some detour times will be necessary to complete tie-ins. We can expect 

construction to being summer of 2023 and conclude in about 2 years. PADOT is inviting public feedback! To leave your 

comments, search for “Frankfort Road Bridge” at penndot.pa.gov & click the link. 

 

REGIONAL 
At the end of 2021, Southwestern PA Commission – Pittsburgh‟s metropolitan 
planning organization – completed its study to make improvements in the 
Brodhead Road corridor between Old Brodhead and the Allegheny County line. 
This is one of the most frequently traveled arteries in the region and a critical 
roadway for nearly every Potter resident. Public comments helped form the final 
study recommendations and upgrades are designed for implementation over time, 

as funding become available. See what to expect at spcregion.org, under “What‟s Happening at SPC”. 
 

TOWNSHIP 
This newsletter recently introduced to you Brooks Miller, hired into our Road Department in 2021 on a 
seasonal basis to provide additional support for road maintenance and enable Potter to establish a solid 
parks maintenance program. The Supervisors are pleased to have made Brooks‟ hire permanent and 
gladly welcome him to help us build our staff “infrastructure” for the future! Road Foreman Justin 
Cwynar tells us “I cannot say enough about Brooks‟ maturity, ability and work ethic – Potter is fortunate 
to have him.” A grandson of Potter residents Lennie & Sara Beth Miller (and a Stinkin‟ Cute Trees 
employee), Brooks grew up in Brighton Twp and graduated from Beaver HS in 2021 – where he 
wrestled and played baseball – so we look forward to many years together! 

 

Rocky Bend Redbud Tree in Bloom Courtesy of Vicky Michaels 

 



It‟s the time when you start thinking about, or 

planning for, that new structure you‟ve been 

wanting.  

You can find BUILDING and ZONING 

applications on Potter Township‟s Website under 

the „Resources‟ menu. Just print the application 

form, fill it out with the information you know, and 

provide it to the Township office for review. 

Please keep in mind the Township’s Lot and Yard 

Requirements below when planning your structure. 

  POTTER TOWNSHIP CODES & ZONING ORDINANCES CAN BE FOUND ONLINE: 
 

     http://www.ecode360.com/PO2079—THE ONLINE CODE IS FULLY SEARCHABLE! 

 

 

ROAD DEPARTMENT 

NEWS 

Justin and 

Brooks will 

be busy 

this Spring 

sweeping the Township roads.  

Please help them by not 

parking on the roads! 

The Road Department 

will also be cleaning up & 

maintaining Rocky Bend and 

the Township ‘walking 

trail’ as the weather 

warms up in Potter. 

Tuesday — May 17, 2022 

Potter Township Municipal Building 

Polling Hours 7 am — 8 pm 

GENERAL PRIMARY 

ELECTION 

FIRE DEPARTMENT 
BAKE SALE 
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http://www.ecode360.com/PO2079


POTTER TOWNSHIP FIRE DEPARTMENT NEWS 

Vicki Carlton - Chief 

James Gabel - Asst. Chief/Pres. 

Sue Nash - Captain/Secretary 

Lois Podnar - Treasurer 

247 W. Mowry Road 

Monaca, PA 15061 

Phone: 724-495-3364 

Fax: 724-709-7074 

We would like to welcome Ava to our fire family, born January 4, 2022. 
Congratulations James (Pat) and Erica Patterson!     
    (And she's already made her first meeting!) 

 

 

 

2022 is a brand new year, we've started new trainings including an Emergency Vehicle 
Operator Certification and the Essentials of Firefighting class for a couple 
of our members.  We are always looking for new members!  The 
trainings  can be fun (most of the time) while learning valuable life saving 
lessons and the friendships are lifelong!   

 

 

 

 

 

Thank you to everyone who participated in our latest SOUP and HOAGIE sale.  We did have to raise our 

prices just like everything else these days, but our neighbors once again came through for us!!!                               

- - - - - - Thank you for your continued support. - - - - - -  

UPCOMING FUNDRAISERS… 

Come on down on a Tuesday 

night to see just why that 

darn siren goes off in the 

middle of the night! 

The Potter Township VFD Association members have been discussing having a  

Halloween... "best decorated vehicle contest"  

(because of all the great vehicles we saw during trick or treating)    

and a Christmas... "house lights and decoration contest"   

More information will be upcoming! 



 



Conservancy Corner    Spring 2022 

Rocky Bend is for the birds – really! 

Did you know that nearly half of the birds of greatest conservation concern have been spotted at Rocky 
Bend Nature Preserve? That’s right, and it shouldn’t surprise anyone who spends quiet time watching 
the fields, woods and skies there.  

Why does this matter? Pennsylvania’s wildlife agencies and experts want your help to keep vulnerable birds from 
dwindling onto the endangered species list. Together, they created the Pennsylvania Wildlife Action Plan which names 
90 bird species that need a boost from their human neighbors. Eastern Meadowlark, Scarlet Tanager, Cerulean Warbler, 
Louisiana Waterthrush, Savannah Sparrow, Wood Thrush, 
Willow Flycatcher, Chimney Swift, American Woodcock, 
Spotted Sandpiper, Blue Winged Teal, Osprey, Bald Eagle, 
and dozens more - all live at Rocky Bend, or visit on 
migration. Thirty-nine of ninety species of greatest 
conservation concern are right here in our own back yards. 
What an amazing thing to know, and what a great 
responsibility we have toward our fellow creatures who 
enrich our daily lives with their songs! 

What can you do to help? Be a courteous visitor at Rocky 
Bend. Keep your pets on a leash at all times. This is to 
protect the peace for ground-nesting birds and all animals 
that breed, feed and shelter on the ground. Just because you can’t see them or don’t know about them doesn’t mean 
they aren’t there. Carry out what you carry in. Leave no trace of your visit. Clean up after your pets and yourself. Carry 
out what you carry in. Do not build fires or carry away souvenirs – wildflowers, rocks, mushrooms, artifacts. Leave nature 
as you found it, for all to see and enjoy. Park in designated parking areas only, never on the grass, never on the road 
shoulder. Do not block gates. 

Lastly, share what you see at Rocky Bend. Log your bird sightings on Cornell University’s eBird.org:  https://ebird.org/
hotspot/L11830320. If you are a Rocky Bend birder, or know a Rocky Bend birder, make sure they’re adding their 
sightings to this worldwide scientific database.  

You can also donate to support Independence Conservancy’s work to protect and restore Raccoon Creek. Send your 
check payable to “Independence Conservancy” to PO Box 248, Industry, PA 15052-0248. Your gift is tax deductible. Every 
dollar stays right here in our own back yard.  

https://ebird.org/hotspot/L11830320
https://ebird.org/hotspot/L11830320


Potter Township Municipal Building 

206 Mowry Road 

Monaca, PA 15061 

Township Office Hours 

Monday — Thursday:    10 am—4 pm 

Friday:    CLOSED 

 

Municipal Office  724-495-6220 

Fax   724-495-3222 

Email         linda@pottertwp.comcastbiz.net 

Secretary/Treasurer                         Linda McCoy 

Road Department                   Justin Cwynar 

Zoning Officer                   Justin Cwynar 

Website      www.pottertwp-pa.gov 

Facebook                 Potter Twp Beavercountypa 

  

Emergency  911 

Police—non-emergency   724-774-0271 

Fire—non-emergency  724-495-3364 

Animal Control  724-775-5801 

 

Schools 

Central Valley School District 

Central Valley Office  724-775-5600 

Central Valley High School 724-775-4300 

Central Valley Middle School 724-775-8200 

Todd Lane Elementary  724-775-1050 

Center Grange Primary School 724-775-8201 

Latch Key Program  724-774-7020 

 

Utilities 

Duquesne Light Co.                  412-393-7100 

Peoples Natural Gas                  800-764-0111 

Center Township Water Authority 724-774-7960 

Municipal Water Auth of Aliquippa 724-375-5525 

J. Young Refuse  724-495-6199 

Phone:  724-495-6220 

Fax:  724-495-3222 

Email:  linda@pottertwp.comcastbiz.net 

Potter Township Municipal Office 

206 Mowry Road 

Monaca, PA 15061 

 

 

SUPERVISORS 

Rebecca Matsco         Earl ‘Butch’ Shamp         Al Cwynar 

Work Sessions — 1st Wednesday of each month — 6 PM                               

Regular Board Meetings — 2nd Wednesday of each month — 6 PM 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

Lauren Patton       Lenny Miller          Philip Floyd        

Mark Summerville        Tom Ruff 

(Alternates - George Barnes and Ed Kolis) 

          Regular Meetings — 3rd Thursday of each month  

7 PM (as needed) 

 

All meetings are held at the Municipal Building                            

206 Mowry Road, Monaca, PA 15061 

ALL TOWNSHIP RESIDENTS ARE CORDIALLY INVITED TO ATTEND! 

POTTER TOWNSHIP 

 

Real Estate Tax Collector  

Victoria Leininger  412-759-9184 

taxcollector@pottertwp.comcastbiz.net 

 

BOARD OF SUPERVISORS 

Rebecca Matsco, Chair 

Earl “Butch” Shamp 

Al Cwynar 

Work Sessions:  

1st Wednesday  6pm 

3rd/5thWednesday—if needed 6pm 

 

Regular Meetings:  

2nd Wednesday  6pm 

4th Wednesday—if needed 6pm  

 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

Regular Meetings—if needed: 

Thursdays   7pm 


