
POTTER TOWNSHIP NEWS                                                      FALL 2023 

COMING UP  
SUPERVISOR MEETINGS 

 

September 6 — Work Session 

September 13 — Board Meeting 

October 4  — Work Session 

October 11 — Board Meeting 

November 1 — Work Session 

November 8 — Board Meeting 

Budget Meetings Oct 4, 18 & Nov 4 
 

RECYCLING PICKUP 

September 9 (Saturday) & 22 

October 6 & 20 

November 3 & 17 

Trash pickup weekly 
 

EVENTS 

September 4 Closed for Labor Day 

October 8 Walk in Penns Woods 

October 9 Closed for Columbus Day 

October 14 PTVFD Open House 

October 31 Halloween in Potter 

November 7 Municipal Elections 

November 11 Golden 50s Dinner 

November 13 Closed for Veterans Day 

December 1 Christmas Bingo 

SHELL COLLECTION: 
“Shaking down” and paying up 
 

Potter residents were surprised — and considerably 

dismayed — when the Shell Polymers ethane cracker on 

Frankfort Road began “flaring” events almost one year ago. 

While burning off excess gases is actually a proven safety 

measure to release dangerous pressure in such production 

systems, huge flames from the elevated flare at the site, with 

large areas of visible burn at ground-level flares,  alarmed both 

supporters and detractors of the project. Through the winter 

and into spring, conversation escalated about the long-term 

effects of flaring, and of petro-chemical production in general. 
 

 Since then, we have learned that this phase of starting up a 

major operation, called “shakedown”, often includes such 

events and must necessarily be addressed by process, training 

and equipment corrections. In Shell’s case, flaring resulted in 

notable violations of its Air Quality Permit limits; quantities of 

regulated chemicals were released more than once and those 

violations assessed against the company. In June of this year, 

Potter Township received notice that an almost $5 million fine 

had been levied against Shell and, importantly, that state 

statute would direct 25% — or about $1.23 million — to the 

township government for local investment.  

(con’t. on p. 2) 



Shell Collection 
(Con’t from pg. 1) 

The funds are narrowly earmarked to be expended on 

items that affect air quality: Potter may address air 

quality and energy efficiency through upgrades to 

equipment—including buildings or public works 

equipment — or use the funds to improve park spaces 

that contribute to quality of life and health. 
 

Supervisors have worked with PA Dept of 

Environmental Protection (DEP) to devise a list of 

township priorities that will also be acceptable to the 

regulatory agency. The next step will be to submit 

formal application to DEP so that funding can be 

disbursed, probably by early 2024. Any funds remaining 

must then be returned to the agency for reassignment 

either within DEP itself or to Beaver County to use 

under the same guidelines. 
 

Presently, the Board of Supervisors believes there are 

more than enough eligible projects to expend the full 

amount in Potter Twp; plus, additional fine money is  

likely to be earmarked for the township in the future. 

Finally, the Board expects other kinds of violations to 

be addressed going forward, which could enable 

projects of different types, such as addressing water 

quality issues. Adjoining this article, please see the list 

of proposed projects Potter plans to submit to DEP and 

accomplish as money is made available. 
 

Notably, Shell Polymers penalties also created a 

Community Investment Fund of an additional $5 million 

that may be applied, through other organizations, to a 

variety of on-the-ground projects and programs. Those 

opportunities will be reported in coming months. 

Potter selects priorities for 

DEP funding 
 

The following projects have been tentatively 
approved by PA DEP for funding through Shell’s 
Air Quality violations fine: 
 
Insulated Metal Roofing for the Municipal 
Building, Road Dept garage and Municipal Park 
pavilion. 
 
Level 2 Electric Vehicle charging stations at Rocky 
Bend Nature Preserve to attract and serve EV 
users. 
 
Pleasant Drive 
Playground will 
include purchase, 
demolition and 
clearing of a 
Pleasant Drive  
parcel to install a 
fenced play area. 
 
Municipal Park 
Splashpad  to add a water feature and adjoining 
restroom to the park amenities. 
 
Pickleball/Basketball upgrade to current court at 
the Mowry Road Municipal Park. 
 
Intermodal Transportation & Recreation Plan to 
focus on Raccoon Creek streamside trail and other 
recreational amenities to move walkers and bikers 
off of dangerous roadways and promote health. 
 
Rocky Bend Change House Restoration to 
continue and complete the project already begun. 
 
Rocky Bend “Core” Improvements will enable 
finished amenities, signage, parking and 
connections at the Nature Preserve. 
 
Electric Park Maintenance Equipment upgrades, 
including EV utility vehicle and battery-powered 
handheld equipment like trimmers and mowers. 
 
Barbed wire fence removal to make visitor 
facilities safer and maintenance easier at Rocky 
Bend Nature Preserve. 



Potter & CTPD welcome new 

Chief of Police 
 

Center Township Police Dept named 

Detective Sgt Aldo Legge its new chief in August 
this year after the retirement of long-time Chief Barry 
Kramer. It has been the pleasure of Potter Supervisors to 
renew this important friendship and map out the 
expectations of our community as the new chief makes 
his rounds. Chief Legge, who holds both a Bachelor’s and 
a Master’s degree from Columbia Southern University, 
has served in Center Township since 1993. He is an 
Aliquippa native and began his police career with the 
Aliquippa force. His accomplishments include 5 years 
devoted to an FBI undercover task force.  
 

Since beginning his 
new position, the 
chief has regularly 
visited Potter Board 
meetings and offered 
insights about the 
calls his officers 
encounter in our 
neighborhoods, as 
well as his intention 
to grow the force in 
key specialties. Potter 
has appreciated the increased visibility of CTPD patrols 
and presence at our annual fireworks — and made sure 
that Chief Legge knows that he and his staff will be made 
welcome at Halloween, too! Congratulations, Chief! 

Cooperation in the field 
New hunting rules take effect at Rocky Bend 

Beginning in 2016, Potter Township opened public 
lands at Rocky Bend Nature Preserve to hunters and 
fisherman under the PA Game Commission’s Hunter 
Access Program. The program benefits sportsmen by 
increasing hunting opportunities and game conditions, as 
well as landowners who want to manage game 
populations and enhance habitat. More than 2 million 
acres statewide are now enrolled in the program, and 
Potter has gladly allowed hunters and fishermen seasonal, 
licensed access, with supportive patrols by our regional 
Game Warden. Our partnership with Independence 
Conservancy enabled the private lands to either side of 
the “Tank Farm” to be accessed also, under the same 
program. 
 

This year introduces some limitations to the 
program: because of the popularity of Rocky Bend with 
visitors — including many enthusiastic families and dog-
walkers, among others — Potter and the Conservancy will 
now require a permit for hunting and limit the use of 
firearms. Going forward, Rocky Bend will be open to 
hunters for archery and flintlock seasons only. Signage at 
each property will be updated to remind hunters to plan 
ahead for the season by contacting the Township office for 
a permit before hunting. These new guidelines closely 
match permissions for hunting in Beaver County parks. 
 

Hunting & Release forms will be available for a 
nominal or no fee during township business hours and will 
clearly state the new rules, as well as acknowledge access 
to all of Rocky Bend’s 90 acres. Township residents may 
register at no cost; non-residents will be charged $5 each 
year. The Game Commission will continue to ask hunters 
for proof of permission to hunt, so please remember to 
carry a copy on your person! 
 

All hunters and sportsmen are invited to get 
involved in improvement projects at Rocky Bend: whether 
stationing bird boxes or planting native grasses, your 
cooperation will also enhance ours! 

Pardon, please… 
 
A picture of our dedicated elected Tax Auditors was 
missing from our last edition! Thank you, Alison 

Anderson, Sarah Beth Miller and Dawn Neely 

for serving Potter Twp! 



Potter Twp Municipal Office 

206 Mowry Road 

Monaca, PA 15061  

p: 724.495.6220 

f: 724.495.3222 

w: www.pottertwp-pa.gov  

MUNICIPAL OFFICE HOURS                                                        Monday thru Friday   10 AM — 4 PM 

 

 

The Bounty of the 

Season 
 

 

The local fresh market at 

Douds-Floyd Farm on 

Pleasant Drive supplies 

Beaver County Farmers 

Markets and our 

community with a variety 

of produce. The barn will 

be open this year through 

mid-October. 

IN THE MUNICIPAL ELECTION! 

November 7th, 2023 

7 AM — 8 PM 

Potter Twp Municipal Bldg 

http://www.pottertwp-pa.gov/


Conservancy Corner 
 

Need to 

dispose of 

scrap tires? 
 
Independence 
Conservancy is 
holding two more 
Saturday-morning 
tire round-ups this 
Fall – right in our 
back yard. Any 
individual or small 
business is welcome, 
and there is no limit 
to the number of 
tires or wheels 

accepted. And yes – the Conservancy takes tires on rims! 
Affordable fees are $4 per tire off rim; $5 per tire on rim. 
Disposal fees for farm and equipment tires are based on 
weight. Events are open from 9 AM to 12 noon at the 
following dates and locations: 
 

September 23 at Brighton Township Public Works Building, 
1250 Brighton Road, Beaver PA 15009 

 

October 7 at Hookstown Fair Grounds, Junior Livestock 
Pavilion, 1198 State Route 168, Hookstown PA 15050.  

 

• Proof of residency is not required. 
• Individuals and small businesses are welcome. 
• No limit to the number of tires you may bring. 
• Checks accepted with ID.   
• No early-birds, please! 

   Your cost to dispose: 
 Up to 18” off rim  $4 each 
 Up to 18” on rim  $5 each 
 Over 18” off rim   $5 each  
 Over 18” on rim   $10 each  
 Tractor trailer up to 22.5” (no rims please) 

 $20 each 
 Farm tractor rear up to 75 lbs.   

 $20 each 
 Farm tractor rear 75 to 150 lbs.   

 $40 each 
 Farm tractor rear over 150 lbs.   

 $75 each 
See https://www.independenceconservancy.org/services/

community-tire-collection-program for details. 

 
Take a “Walk in Penn’s Woods!”  
Join Independence Conservancy on Sunday, October 8th for 
the seventh annual statewide “Walk in Penn’s Woods.” This 
year’s walk, led by Kyle Filicky, Professional Wetland 
Scientist with Civil and Environmental Consultants of Moon 
Township, will be held at Beaver Cemetery starting 
promptly at 2:00 PM. Explore the natural beauty and variety 
of well-tended shade trees within Beaver Cemetery’s 
historic landscape. Mr. Filicky is an avid naturalist and 
enthusiastic interpreter of the living world. The walk is 
about one mile over blacktop roadways and gravel paths. 
Terrain is virtually level, and suitable for wheelchairs or 
strollers; a restroom is available. Please dress for the 
weather and wear comfortable, closed-toe shoes or boots. 
There is no rain date. The event is free; donations to 
Independence Conservancy are welcome. Pets are not 
permitted in Beaver Cemetery. 

 

Since 2017, the first Sunday in 

October has been set aside 

for Pennsylvanians to join 

hosted walks to learn more 

about Penn’s Woods and gain 

easy access to expert forest 

and wildlife professionals. 

“Walk in Penn’s Woods” 

raises awareness about the 

importance of forests in our 

lives and the effort that goes 

into caring for them. And yes, 

we know, October 8th is the 

second Sunday. Join us 

anyway ;) 

https://www.independenceconservancy.org/services/community-tire-collection-program
https://www.independenceconservancy.org/services/community-tire-collection-program


Join us at the Firehouse — we have lots of activities planned:  
Duquesne Light will have their “juicer” for demonstrations,  
 practice your fire extinguisher skills by putting out a fire in the burn pan, 
  extinguish the fire in the house windows, or shoot the tennis ball off the cone! 
   Hot dogs, chips and drinks will be provided! 
 

HALLOWEEN IS HOTTER IN POTTER! 
 

The Potter Twp VFD is sponsoring a Halloween “vehicle” decorating contest again this year. 
Decorate your golf cart, UTV/ATV or tractor/wagon in its Halloween spookiness to win a $50 gift 
card and trophy donated by Stinkin’ Cute Trees. To register your vehicle go to: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLSd55L2c0J4Agauqd7-
Y2tM36DeUmVpErdPTNylecwZhrEPaYQ/viewform?usp=sf_link or scan the QR code: 
Got questions? Contact Candace at (724) 709-0359 or sta34training@gmail.com! 
 

Vote for your favorite vehicle from 7 – 8pm after trick or treating at the link below: 
https://docs.google.com/forms/d/e/1FAIpQLScsIC_xWq-9TwTOphM-6RhbwoxkUH-
hLSXvh3IritAKPdL- 
KA/viewform?vc=0&amp;c=0&amp;w=1&amp;flr=0&amp;usp=mail_form_link or scan the QR code: 
Got questions? Want the link on your phone? Contact Candace after 7:00 pm Halloween 
night.@ 724-709-0359.  
 

ELECTION DAY SOUP, HOAGIE AND BAKE SALE — NOVEMBER 7TH 
8” hoagies from Henry Lee’s Deli  - $10.00 — Choose from :   

Italian -capicola, genoa, pepperoni, ham and provolone cheese 

American – ham, hard salami, jumbo and cheese  

Turkey and Swiss cheese  

Soups: Chicken Noodle, Beef Vegetable, Stuffed Pepper and Corn Chowder 

Quart $ 9.00, Pint $ 5.00 

Please pre order by November 1, 2023: Call Lois Podnar @ 724-407-3304 OR Sue Nash @ 412-974-3754. Pick up will 
be at the township building! 

Holiday food basket tickets are also on sale! Contact any firefighter or pick one up at the 
township office. 

POTTER TWP  

VOLUNTEER FIRE DEPARTMENT 

NEWS 

Fire Safety Week 

OPEN HOUSE on Saturday, October 14th, 1:00 — 5:00 PM 


