SUMMER 2023
-

COMING UP

SUPERVISOR MEETINGS

CHECKS & BALANCES:

Elected Auditors watch your tax dollars

June 7 — Work Session How many of you look at your ballot on election day and

| wonder “Just what does an Auditor do and how involved is this
position?” Potter Township has, at any given time, three
elected Auditors. Presently, they are Dawn Neeley, Alison

1 Anderson and Sara Beth Miller. We have the responsibility of
conducting monthly reviews of the banking statements, petty
cash and have access to all the checks written for the month.
The statements and checks are reconciled and random checks
are pulled and compared against the statements and invoices.
Our findings are logged on a spread sheet, and a written report
submitted to the Supervisors every quarter.

June 14 — Board Meeting

July 5 — Work Session

July 12 — Board Meeting
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August 2 — Work Session
August 9 — Board Meeting

RECYCLING PICKUP
June 3 (Saturday),16 & 30
July 14 & 28

August 11 & 25 Trash pickup weekly

In addition to monthly audits, once a year we take
inventory of all equipment, furnishings, and appliances in and
on township property. This audit takes much longer. We meet
several evenings at the beginning of the year to complete the
survey and, again, a report is submitted to the Supervisors; at
least one of us attends a subsequent meeting in order to
answer any questions. Of course, the township books are
periodically audited by an outside firm as well, but, internal
controls are an essential part of any organization. They have
proven to protect against waste, or fraud. We aren't afraid to

EVENTS

July 4 Independence Day — office

closed
August 5 Potter Family Fireworks {jﬁ?

LOOKING AHEAD

November 7 Municipal Elections
November 11 Golden 50s Dinner

December 1 Christmas Bingo




Municipal Playground Gets @
Refresh

Getready for FUN this summer! In early July,
regular visitors to the Municipal Park next the
Township Office will see big changes! Outdated play
equipment will be removed or relocated and the site
re-shaped to accommodate all-access walkways and
surfaces that comply with Americans With Disability
standards. Thanks to experienced local parents and
educators, new playground structures designed to
accommodate children of different abilities will be
installed for both safety and fun! Look for special
swings, bright colors that visually stimulate but also
make surface changes more obvious, and a
specialized mulch that can serve the wheelchair-
bound.

Each portion of the playground is designed to
be age-specific, too! Littles ages 2-5 years will find a
space that fits smaller bodies, steps and climbers for
shorter legs, and rockers that will delight our smallest
guests. The “big kids” (ages 5-12) will have more

challenging structures to choose from, with taller
slides and steps, and more complexity to hold their
interest. Parents and Grandparents will still have
nearby benches from which to observe or share a cup
of coffee together. PLUS, thanks to our friends at
Shell, picnic tables that once accommodated the huge
workforce that built its facility were donated to
communities across Beaver County — and have been
refinished for the park! So, bring your lunch!

And thatisn't all... The much-used basketball
court in the park is in critical need of resurfacing to
keep it safe for games and outdoor events. Coming
in 2024: Pickleball! Not sure what Pickleball is? Ask
someone at the Golden 50s Dinner on November 11th
(wink, wink), check out the courts at Beaver County’s
Brady’s Run Park, or do an online search for this
popular new past-time. Played on an adaptable
surface with a net similar to a tennis, the new finish
will serve players of different ages in multiple sports.

NO worries — your favorite “pieces of the past” that
have served us so well for so long will still be around...

RAINWATER

POTTER TOWNSHIP COMMUNITY PARK - OPTION 2
MONACA, PENNSYLVANIA
811-1583958

544 CHESTNUT ST.
CHATTANOOGA, TH 37402
800.727.1907
PLAYANDPARK.COM
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Respec’rfully yours
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PROHIBITED ACTIVITIES:

PERMITTED ACTIVITIES:
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Lots of thought, discussion and observations at
other parks and natural areas preceded the new
signage you now see at parking lots along Raccoon
Creek Road. Since opening its beautiful greenway
properties to the public a decade ago, Independence
Conservancy has worked to improve them and
considered how best to allow them to be loved by
visitors while limiting abuse to fragile ecosystems and
other users. Please observe and respect these
rules!

Law enforcement plays a critical role in
maintaining safe outdoor spaces, so that hikers and
fishermen, fans and families may enjoy nature at its
best. The PA Game Commission and Center Twp
Police Department (contracted through Potter Twp)
have provided a much-needed deterrent to mis-
behavior through regular patrols, electronic
monitoring and a handful of arrests at Rocky Bend.
Because Conservancy and Township properties are
included in the PAGC Hunting Access Cooperator
Program, licensed hunting during open seasons and
vigilant oversight complement one another and make
other, more passive activities accessible.

Potter Twp appreciates Independence
Conservancy investment in the Raccoon Creek
valley. Important streambank stabilization projects,
eradication of invasive species and helpful visitor
amenities have added value to our experience as
residents and now provide us a lovely place to play,
volunteer our work and welcome our friends and
neighbors!

Checks & Balances

(Con’t from pg. 1)

question or ask for clarity for items or procedures
we are not sure of. Our questions are always
answered willingly and quickly. We have never
discovered any improprieties in any of the records
or finances of our township.

|, personally, have enjoyed my role of

auditor. Through this appointment, | have
become more knowledgeable about township
finances and how our local government is run. So,
the next time you are voting for Potter Township
Auditor, you will have a better idea of the position
and responsibilities that this office requires.

Submitted by Mowry Road resident and Elected
Auditor Sara Beth Miller

Identity Theft Prevention
Community Shredding Event

Saturday, Aug. 19
9-11 a.m.

Vanport District Office Parking Lot
690 State Ave., Beaver
(Vanport), PA 15009

Protect your identity and shred out-
dated important documents. Limited
of two large boxes per family, please.
Shredding services provided by Shred
America. Sponsored by PA State Rep.
Josh Kail.




Potter Family Fireworks
Saturday August 5

7-9 PM Bruster's Ice Cream &
Musician Dan Bubien

Fireworks at dusk*

BRING YOUR OWN beverage &
lawn chair — enjoy an evening
with your neighbors

*Say a special thanks to Mr Carl
Farrow and our Fire Dept for
making this event safe and
possible!

MUNICIPAL OFFICE HOURS Monday thru Friday 10 AM — 4 PM
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Potter Twp Municipal Office
206 Mowry Road

Monaca, PA 15061

p: 724.495.6220

f: 724.495.3222

W: www.pottertwp-pa.gov



http://www.pottertwp-pa.gov/

/Since Potter Township completed a Master
Site Development Plan for Rocky Bend
Nature Preserve in 2019, improvement projects
have been mostly modest, meant to better
accommodate visitors with safety and comfort, and
enhance the natural assets of this special place. New
entrances onto the Tank Farm and adjoining
Independence Conservancy properties, with parking, |
trail and wetlands improvements, as well as a public :
restroom, have made this unique park more
hospitable and given it greater visibility in our

This year, the changes are more dramatic, while
maintaining a connection to the natural beauty that
surrounds them. By late summer 2023,

Blending Barn #1 — one of the most

iconic structures on the site — will be STA RT' N G
ready for a brand new use as a picnic

pavilion and event space! Once housing 'l'o
equipment that mixed fuel components

intended for WW|l-era air defenses, the Fl N |S H
building is being renovated to retain

original steel beams, bomb-proof

concrete and unique siding with the

and purpose.

S

addition of secure doors, custom louvered panels,
a skylight to take advantage of sunshine and
enclosed storage for equipment and workspace
that will help us maintain the property. We have
appreciated working with Greenland Construction
and our architect Landmark SGA to preserve the

i

Community. 2019 rendering of Blending Barn #1 refurbished as pavilion & storage facility.

historic qualities of the building while giving it new life

The barn will be open year-
round to protect visitors from the
weather but will also be available for
secure rentals such as reunions,
picnics and receptions for a fee. In
addition to a clean, roofed pavilion
space, users will have the advantage
of the front patio area that essentially
doubles the usable space of the barn.

& A graceful serpentine walkway from the
parking to the barn is wheelchair-friendly and,
surrounded by a wildflower meadow, will offer
stunning photographic opportunities for
approaching guests — and guests of honor!
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Initially, we plan to have picnic tables installed for
everyday use but will also develop policy and rates for
more formal furnishings.

This project was funded, in part, with a grant from
PA Dept of Conservation & Natural Resources, which
meant paying extra attention to serving visitors of all
abilities. To that end, Potter also finished a smaller
project to connect the Barn to our public restroom
space with handicapped accommodations such as
parking, lighting and pavement markings. With
installations by Allegheny Construction and Allegheny
City Electric, and with thanks to Bob Greenland of
Greenland Construction, this high-traffic central core of
Rocky Bend will serve residents and visitors by offering a
little extra help to enjoy our history and our outdoors!
Other thanks is due Independence Conservancy for
offering project management and liaising with DCNR on
these projects, and to Shell Pipeline for donating shade
trees around the restroom area and across the site.

Later this year, look for some smaller-but-equally-
important improvements at Rocky Bend, such as
enhanced security, lighting and signage. Potter
Supervisors have also undertaken to prevent further
deterioration of the iconic “Change House” — the stone
cottage-like building that served as housing for power
generation at the fuel depot and provided a place for
staff to shower and change clothes between shifts. We
look forward to repurposing this building to provide
historic site interpretation and a place for environmental
education.

POTTER TWP
VOLUNTEER FIRE
DEPARTMENT

Support your neighbors next week
when Potter Twp VFD appears in the
annual Raccoon Firemen’s Fair parade and
does some fundraising through the fair
concessions. The Firemen’s Fair runs from

Tuesday, June 13th, through Saturday, June
17th and is located at the fire department
grounds on Patterson Rd.

Five days of family fun features rides for all
ages by Lam Enterprises, fantastic food and
carnival treats, skill games & Bingo,
motocross races, tractor pulls, nightly door
prizes, and fun for all ages!

The Fireman’s Parade down Patterson Rd
will be on June 13th at 6:30pm, featuring
emergency vehicles, marching bands,
antique cars, and more!

Admission and parking are free. Pay One
Price unlimited ride wristbands are
available every night along with individual
ride tickets. There’s a $5 admission fee for
the pit area during Motocross racing.

More information is available at the
Raccoon VFED’s website , including a
complete schedule of activities during fair
week.

Tuesday — Friday: 6pm — 10pm

Saturday: 6pm — 11pm



http://raccoonvfd.org/events/

