COMING UP
SUPERVISOR MEETINGS

December 6 — Work Session
December 13 — Board Meeting

January 2 — Annual Reorganization /
Board Meeting

February 7 — Work Session
February 14 — Board Meeting;
Happy Valentine’s Day!

RECYCLING PICKUP
December 8, 22 & 30
January 5 & 19
February 2 & 16
Trash pick up weekly

EVENTS

December 1 Holiday BINGO
6 — 8 PM at the Municipal Building

December 25 Christmas Day
January 1 New Year's Day

December 22, 25 & 29; January 1
CLOSED FOR HOLIDAYS

February 9 Golden 50s Dinner 6:30 PM

Ice:'damming over Raccoon Creek Road, circa 1956

WINTER 2023

JUST CALL ME “BUTCH":

Supervisor Earl Shamp steps away from public service

When Earl “Butch” Shamp was first elected in
2004, after several years as Zoning Officer, Potter Township was
already changing. Since his years growing up in the former “Kobuta
plan” associated with the Koppers Company, that plant and
neighboring industrial facilites had changed hands and often
completely new businesses had developed. Butch fondly remembers
his days at Potter Township Elementary School before it closed, and
having free run of the hills and woods around the township. By the
new millennium, new homes were bringing occasional development
but farming was on its way out. All-gravel roads had given way to
paving, even on the township’s smallest byways, and residents were
working outside of the township instead of in local plants.

One of the first actions by the freshly-seated Board of Supervisors
was to undergo planning with several other townships. A “multi-
municipal comprehensive plan” was considered innovative, as it linked
communities together with a common vision. In Potter’s case, it also
served to strengthen the existing bond with our “GHRIP” neighbors
(Greene, Hanover, Raccoon and Independence), with whom we
already shared road maintenance duties, and position us for the major
rezoning effort that would come with the Shell development.

Another early critical decision with long-lasting impact was the
acquisition of the former “Tank Farm” along Raccoon Creek Road.
Taking this abandoned property by eminent domain to facilitate a
thorough environmental cleanup proved to be prescient on the part of




the Supervisors. Now joined with neighboring parcels to form
Rocky Bend Nature Preserve, the Tank Farm’s rich history and
natural beauty create the stunning core of our premier
attraction.

Since 2012, Butch has worked with Supervisors Al Cwynar
(elected in 2008) and Rebecca Matsco (2010) to form a
cohesive and effective team to guide the township through a
period of extreme change with the Shell petrochemical plant
now situated on our eastern side. Potter’s fortunate
confluence of “river, road and rail” gave this Board years of
hard work and the deep satisfaction of both promoting and
protecting the township as development occurred. Butch
recalls an impromptu news conference shortly after he took
office a second time in 2012, to announce the likely coming of
the enormous project. Following shortly thereafter was a trip
to the Louisiana coast to see other Shell facilities, including a
“smell test” to find out if an ethane cracker would create bad
odors, and lots of questions about other concerns.

Against pressure from the state to accept legislated terms of
tax forgiveness, the Board won important concessions to
collect Earned Income Taxes on the project that have put the
Township in the black for years to come and gained the
Township economic and community impact studies to guide
zoning reform and establish firm development standards — all
of which have given Potter a strong and positive relationship
with Shell leadership and future developers. Butch has
represented the Township on the project as our permitting
liasison and has been a valuable voice for explaining the
political and economic realities behind our decisions to the
company and to residents.

Al and Rebecca both express their appreciation for the
business acumen and visionary thinking that Butch brings to
our internal conversations. He has been a creative force in re-
imagining the utility of an otherwise unused property like the
Tank Farm — and suggested using “nature preserve” to
describe its primary function as a park. Butch, with his wife
Sheryl, have acted as de facto Township historians, self-
publishing “Echoes of the Past”, a Potter history in two parts.
With some of those important documents as background,
Potter is now concluding its pursuit of a clear municipal
boundary with Center Township, that adds several more
residents from recent development on Cade Drive. His
historical knowledge also helped restart the annual Potter
picnic in 2012 as a centennial celebration of the Township’s
founding.

The current Board and Township residents can be glad for
Butch’s contributions, particularly as the new Pleasant Drive
Playground is built in 2024. It is gratifying to see one of Butch’s
best ideas come to fruition at the close of his service! Thank
you, Butch — we wish you and Sheryl a restful and fruitful
future!

(

A Potter to be proud of...

Butch Shamp enjoys recalling some favorite
moments and accomplishments.

THEN “After | became a Supervisor in 2004, my 7
yr old son Zack came to a public meeting and
requested “a nicer playground, like the one at
Todd Lane.” | applied and
received a grant for the
(then) new playground
equipment from 84
Lumber and had my
construction company
install it.”

NOW A new playground
" at 327 Pleasant Drive.

THEN Township office the size of a storage room.

NOW Two complete new building additions with
a whole-building generator and updated septic.

‘ . - w‘&;‘ b

THEN Public safety comprising the largest
portion of year over year budgets.

NOW A state grant and Payment In Lieu Of
Taxes (PILOT) to fund Center Twp police services.

QUOTE “The thing
I am proudest of is
that | have been part
of a stable, unified
and professional
Board of
Supervisors. We
educated ourselves
and were able to
intelligently and
beneficially
represent the
residents of Potter
Township among
high levels of government and industry.”
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Where Am I¢

Our thanks to Supervisor Al Cwynar for preserving these photos, circa 1956, from previous generations of family. Do you
have treasures like these that you would like to share with neighbors? Please share them with us through the Township
Office! Include any information you may have about the picture, such as date, location and who’s holding the camera —
we would love to feature them in this newsletter or at the municipal building.
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114 Bauer Road.

How many
did YOU
guess
correctly?
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The Barn at Rocky Bend

Now open daily for visitor use during dawn to
dusk park hours. Reserve for special events in
a unique, beautiful and historic setting.
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MUNICIPAL OFFICE HOURS Monday thru Friday 10 AM — 4 PM

Potter Twp Municipal Office

o" 206 Mowry Road
& Monaca, PA 15061
(. p: 724.495.6220
f f: 724.495.3222
w: www.pottertwp-pa.gov

December 25 Christmas Day
January 1 New Year's Day

December 22, 25 & 29; January 1
CLOSED FOR HOLIDAYS / \



http://www.pottertwp-pa.gov/

-
Rescheduled!
Golden 50's Dinner
Friday, February 9th, 2024
6:30 PM
Potter Twp Municipal Hall
Reservations will be taken

beginning Friday, December 1st —
at Christmas Bingo. Don't miss it!
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the year!

HOLIDAY FAMILY BINGO

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 1
6 PM TO 8 PM

on't forget our last event of
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Sandwich rings & snacks from Henry Lee’s
PLUS Christmas Cookies and Prizes galore!

Conservancy Corner

The year’s end brings a fitting opportunity to give credit
where credit is due. Independence Conservancy sends out a
big “Thank you!” to everyone who helped us deliver
programs and services, and helped us keep our natural
areas in tip-top shape for visitors and wildlife alike.

The next time you visit Creekside Trail parking lot at 221
Raccoon Creek Road, please take a minute to read the

big green sign crediting many of
the entities whose gifts of time,
talent, and treasure — not to
mention back-breaking work —
make Creekside Trail possible.

We offer a special thanks to the
Potter Township Supervisors,
Road Crew, and Center Township
Police Department for opening
and closing our parking lot gates
daily, and to our Game Wardens
for their vigilant watch over our
safety. Independence
Conservancy could not do what
we do without the help of these
friends and neighbors, and generous donors who make our
work possible.

Please include Independence Conservancy in your year-end
giving to local charities. Your donations are tax deductible,
and every penny is put to work

right here in the Raccoon Creek

Watershed. Visit

www.independenceconservancy :

or use this QR code to donate.

May your new year be full of

nature’s wonders!




From Potter Twp VFD

A Firehouse
Christmas

(We Three Kings,
firefighter version

By Sue Nash)

Here we go, sing along...

We the volunteer firefighters of Potter Township are
Bearing fire hose and water as we traverse afar

Field and forest, roads and mountains

Following yonder fire...

O fire of wonder, fire so bright

How did you get started tonight?

Red lights leading, siren screaming,

Guide us to the fire light.

Born from an ember to blazing flame

The house will never be the same,

But thanks to the firefighters so strong and so brave
The family and pets they were able to save.

O fire of wonder, fire so bright

How did you get started tonight?

Red lights screaming, siren screaming,

Guide us to the fire bright.

Sincerely though, the fire department would
like to wish all our friends and neighbors a
very Merry Christmas and a Happy and Safe
New Year.

We had a very successful year of
fundraising and trainings which would not
be possible without your (and the
Supervisors’) support.

Thank you again and have a wonderful
holiday season.

P.S. I'll work on a better Christmas song for
next year.

The vote is in

Potter Township will be
welcoming a new
Supervisor when local
governments reorganize
January 2, 2024. In
November’s general election,
Potter residents voted TOom
RUff Sr on a write-in ballot to represent them as the
newest member of our Board of Supervisors. Tom and his
wife, Taffy, live on Pleasant Drive. Tom plans to undertake
a “boot camp” for township officials offered by the PA
Association of Township Supervisors (PSATS), the
professional organization that supports local governments
with policy and education resources. We wish you well in
your new role, Tom — thank you for being willing to serve!

Raccoon Creek Road resident Kim
Klingensmith has been selected for the open seat of
Auditor, after the Beaver County Board of Elections drew
names from among write-in candidates for a 6 year term.
Kim will join current elected Auditors Dawn Davis and Sara
Beth Miller to regularly examine township funds and take
inventory of all municipal properties. Auditor standards
are established by the PA Department of Community and
Economic Development (DCED), which also offers training
and resources through PSATS to help newly elected
officials get a thorough orientation to their mandated,
legal duties.

Potter Township voter turnout is fairly
predictable from one election to the next, though
Presidential elections tend to draw the most voters. In this
year’s General Election, almost 50% of registered voters in
Potter Township — 174 of 373 — participated in the vote,
144 on Election Day. Although we have double the number
of registered Democrats as we have Republicans, along
with a number of Independents, Potter is surprisingly non-
partisan, voting individuals into office and not just one
party or another. In addition to municipal elections, we
also voted on county offices and school board seats. Here
are a few of our choices in contested races:

e County Commissioner: Dan Camp (100 votes), Tony
Amadio (84), Jack Manning (78), Julian Taylor (48).

e District Attorney: Nate Bible (100), David Lozier (72)

e Prothonatary: Jodi Janicki Jones (91), Michael Rossi
(80)

e School Director: Dante “Lucky” Ross (88), Brandi
Patterson (82)



