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POTTER TOWNSHIP NEWS

i COMING UP

SUPERVISOR MEETINGS

June 5 — Work Session
June 12 — Board Meefing
July 4th Independence Day
July 3 — Work Session
July 10 — Board Meeting
August 7 — Work Session
August 14 — Board Meeting

RECYCLING PICKUP
June 14 & 28
July 12 & 26
August 9 & 23
Trash pick up weekly

\

EVENTS
June 22 Supervisors S
Cookout at Rocky Bend —
Nature Preserve
July 4 CLOSED for Holiday '
August 3 Potter Family w:\}’
'I ="

\Fireworks
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It's time to hit the road for the beautiful summer days we get to
experience in western Pennsylvania and beyond. Just don’t forget to enjoy
and appreciate the wonders we find right around us!

/CELEBRATE OUR HERITAGE

Did you know that Potter Township and Beaver County are part of a
nationally designated heritage area? That’s right, our historic pastis so
important to the history of our country that we live in the midst of the Rivers
of Steel National Heritage District. Nestled in a peaceful environs treasured
for generations of locals, Rocky Bend is open to all for paddling, fishing,
seasonal hunting and quiet enjoyment of the Raccoon Creek valley. What
sets Rocky Bend apart from other nature preserves is its little-known role in
America’s effort to win the Second World War. While the surrounding Ohio
River Valley has a compelling story to tell in the manufacture of glass, brick
and steel, Potter Township specialized in butadiene and styrene— essential
to make synthetic rubber that was crucial to the war effort. Those activities
were visible across the area but there was more, hidden along Raccoon
Creek, just around the bend...

Rocky Bend's secret role in WWI| hearkens back to its days as a
hidden fuel depat or “tank farm”. Officially named the Monaca Air Force
Petroleum Oil & Lubricant Retail Distribution Facility (MAFPOL), the depot
was built by the US War Department, predecessor to Dept of Defense, in
1943 shortly after the country entered the war. The site was cleverly
disguised to mimic the real farm it had replaced; its two steel barns, stone
cottage and outbuildings overlay the original farm structures and, buried
deep in its fields were six massive underground storage tanks, each capable
of holding 1.75 million gallons of fuel. After the attack at Peart Harbor, every
effort was made to conceal potential bombing targets identified with before

Qd after photos of the countryside. j




NEIGHBORZNEIGHBOR

with Paul Cwynar

When | returned fo Potter Township with my
wife Cindy after an absence of 12 years, | had several gigs
throughout 2020 in addition to serving as a Lutheran Pastor One of
these was canvassing - -
neighborhoods in Beaver
County, including Mowry
Road. Through this, | was
able to meet a number of
neighbors I knew and
others | had never met
previously. One family was |
Brian and Melanie
Wockenfuss. They live
on a 5-acre hobby farm at
the end of Maier Lane.
Since my initial meeting
with them, Cindy and | visited them several times to purchase eggs,
to have Melanie show her animals to our grandchildren, and to see
Brian’s workshop.

Brian, Melanie, Cindy & Paul

We later saw Melanie selling homemade items (soaps, candles, lip
balms, body butters, etc.) at craft shows. We kept this in mind. This
past summer, | saw Brian pushing a cart in Rural King overloaded
with chicken feed. After a few minutes of conversation about
chickens, Cindy’s new interest, he invited me to visit their farm
again to talk about chickens. It was during that visit that we got to
see Brian’s shop filled with machinery and leather goods. We kept
this in mind too.

Each Christmas, my brother, John,
who lives in Silicon Valley, CA, and
I exchange gifts. This past year, we
received lemons, limes, dried
persimmons, etc., and we shipped
home-roasted coffee and some
locally-made gifts. This year, we
purchased from Brian and
Melanie several items they each
made. From Brian, leather baskets
and coasters, all personalized with
their names lasered onto them;
and from Melanie, luffa soaps and
candles. John and his wife, Mary,
and daughter, Simone, were
thrilled to receive such unique
gifts made by a family in Potter Township.

There have been other residents we have hired to help us with
projects around our homes. My purpose in writing the first of
several articles is to let you know that we can hire and shop from
neighbors who then become friends. The Wockenfuss Family Farm
website is https://www.wockenfussfamilyfarm.com/.

Paul and Cindy Cwynar live on Mowry Rd. Would you like to be
the next contributor to thank or highlight a Potter neighbor?
Please get their permission! Then send your story to
secretary@potteriwp.comcastbiz.net. Thank you, Paull

CELEBRATE THE SUMMER

Please join us...

SUPERVISORS

COOKOUT
at THE BARN

Get to know Potter's history —

and your neighbors! Get a tour
on foot or by golf cart.

ROCKY BEND NATURE PRESERVE
Saturday, June 22nd — 5-7 PM

POTTER FAMILY FIREWORKS
MSOCIAL

& ICE CRE
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Thank you, Mr Fdrrév& i\bur VFD, for
making thusavten’r poss:ble and safe!
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Monaca Public Library Welcomes
Pofter Residents

“A library outranks any other one thing a community can do to benefit its
people. Itis a never failing spring in the desert.”

Andrew Carnegie
Anew era has begun at the Monaca Public Library to introduce and
welcome everyone in our 15061 service area and beyond! The evolution
of successful libraries is toward becoming @8 community resource for
more than checking out books. The Monaca Public Library is working very
hard to becoming a welcoming place for events, programs, experiences
and resources for residents of all ages!

e We feature:

“Novel” events—excuse the pun! — like our Books on Tap Club atthe Monaca Brewery or our Family Magic Show and
Christmas Party and our monthly Family Board Game Night!

* Programs for kids of all ages, like Story-time, Lego Club, Chess Club.

¢ Social and creative activities like Common Threads for those that crochet, knit or do needlepoint. Also, adult water-
coloring and Monday afternoon classic movies.

* Experiences of lectures on various topics, like Community Health Talk by visiting nurses and Math & Science tutors for
Middle school age and above!

We welcome our friends from Potter Twp. to make the short drive to our safe and
humble abode in our 100 year old building in downtown Monaca to make new friends,
take a break from the fast lane and experience our new community centered Monaca
Public Library. We have all the resources of the Beaver County Library System plus our
own unique additions like above.

Would you like a place to volunteer a few hours a month to assist us? Just reach out
and we will work around your schedule.

Do you have a talent that you want to share with others, but never had the facilities or
support to make it happen? We can be your answer! The staff and board of directors
look forward to meeting you very soon — Thank you!

Monaca Public Library 724-775-9608 or follow us on Facebook
@ MonacaPublicLibrary

\We thank Barb Nelson, a Mowry Rd resident, for this contribution. Barb serves on the Monaca Library Board. /

Find Your Money! You may be owed Unclaimed Property

1in 10 Pennsylvanians has unclaimed property, and the average claim is about $1,600!

“Treasury receives hundreds of millions of dollars in unclaimed property every year, often because of something as simple as a
misspelled name or an out-of-date address. But let’s be clear: this is YOUR money we’re tatking about, and | want to return it to
you.” Stacy Garrity, State Treasurer

Each year, the PA Treasury Department receives millions of dollars in unclaimed property. Common types of
unclaimed property are savings or checking accounts, stocks, dividends, checks that have not been cashed
such as payroll, certificates of deposit, unclaimed insurance benefits, insurance premium refunds, and the

like. Don’t miss out!

www.pafreasury.gov/unclaimed-property/




From Pottfer Twp VFD

Fire Depariment News

FRIDAY FISH FRY AND OTHER CHANCES TO HELP

Stop on over at Raccoon Fire Department on Fridays from 4-7 for their fish fry. Take out is
available also. March 29 th will be the final one this year!

Our fund raiser food ficket goes off March 26 th . Tickets are available at the township
building, Henry Lee’s, every fish fry and from any Potter firefighter.

Election day April 23 rd we will be having a bake sale. Some soup will also be available for
take out (no presale this time).

AT THE FIRE HALL

The department has secured a grant from the
state PA Emergency Management Agency
(PEMA) and we will be updating the lights in the
apparatus bay, and installing a restroom
upstairs.

As always we are in desperate need of new
members. There is a BIG shortage of volunteers
across the board, firefighters and emergency
personnel especially. Just imagine calling 9211
and being told you'll have to wait until we can

ISN'T SHE LOVELY? ] .
The new brush fruck is gets her finishing touches to find someone to come help you! Unfortunately it
come home soon! is happening — and more and more often.

JOIN US

We're normally at the department Tuesday
evenings for cleaning, training, and general
maintenance. Anyone who would like to be an
associate member just helps out with non fire
fighting duties) is also welcome! Feel free to stop
on down!

We are going to send out a flyer as we get more
dates and information about fundraisers, the
Halloween contest and Santa’s visit. Check your




Instead of crops and livestock, the “barns” hid pumps and
pipes to draw fuel from each tank and mix it to various octane levels useful
for airplanes, trucks and machinery. After blending, the fuel could be
pumped through eight miles of underground pipes to loading stations on
the Ohio River for further
transport by truck, rail or
barge. Situated between the
two barns, the tank farm’s
primary outbuilding was the
“change house”, a sturdy
structure that held a shower,
lockers and a restroom for
workers to change in one half, £
while the other half muffled
the sound of a massive diesel =%
generator that powered the
entire operation through a
network of buried cables.
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The tank
farm was

only one part
of avast complex
of factories and
facilities that
sprang up in the
Beaver Valley as
we responded to
the Pearl Harbor
attack. As part of
the US National Defense program, the newly-created Defense Plant Corp
and Rubber Reserve Co engaged Koppers United Co to build a plant which
would produce butadiene and styrene, key components in synthetic
rubber. “Kobuta” (Koppers Butadiene) became the name of the factory, as
well as its adjacent workers village, on the banks of the Ohio River at the
mouth of Raccoon Creek. Steel was in short supply during the war, so key
structures were built of reinforced concrete; Kobuta’s power house and
steam plant were made of concrete thick enough to withstand enemy
bombs. Infrastructure still serving today’s producers were built quickly,
quietly and soundly to serve the urgent needs of our national defense.

Along the same stretch of river, the St Joseph Lead Co zinc smelter also
contributed to the war effort. Curtis Wright manufactured propellers across
the river; millions of tons of steel was produced in nearby Aliquippa at Jones
& Laughlin. Across the river in Ambridge, workers made military watercraft
at American Bridge, electric motors at National Electric, and steel at Spang-
Chalfant, A.M. Byers and Wyckoff. Further north, Babcock & Wilcox was
also making steel, as were many smaller plants in the Ohio River Valley.

Today, we see how residents, businesses, corporations, schools and
outdoor enthusiasts have helped Potter Twp to craft a tranquil place for the
community to encounter nature and each other — scarcely a mile from its
industrial past, present and future. Our commitment to allow Rocky Bend
to recover and “re-wild” from past uses ensures that this beautiful place is
available to generations of nature lovers yet to come.

We thank Tim Wetzel, an enthusiastic friend to Potter Twp for contributing to this
story.

WHAT'S A HERITAGE
AREA ANYWAY<e

The Pennsylvania Heritage Areas Program
is a multi-region asset-based economic
development program rooted in the
Commonwealth's rich natural, cultural,
and industrial history.

DCNR's Bureau of Recreation and
Conservation administers the Pennsylvania
Heritage Areas Program. Heritage Areas
create cross-sector partnerships that
enhance aregion's “sense of place” and
strengthen regional economies. These
parinerships create vibrant livable
communities that atfract private
investment and house the products and
places that drive Pennsylvania’s tourism
industry. Pennsylvania’s Heritage Areas
operate in 57 of 67 counties throughout
the Commonwealih.

Most of the time Il RIVERS
when we OF STEEL
mention "Rivers

of Steel,” we are talking about the
organization—a 501 (c)3 nonprofit, whose
full name is Rivers of Steel Heritage
Corporation. This is where the story gets a

bit more complicated . . . the Heritage
Area is a place with a nationally significant
story. For Rivers of Steel, it is specifically the
industrial and cultural heritage of the eight
counties of southwestern Pennsylvania.
Our rivers were vital connectors that linked
the growth and development of this
region through Big Steel and its associated
industries. Beyond understanding the
region’s connections, there are literally
dozens of suggestions for things to do.
However, the Heritage Area is also a
program; Rivers of Steel's efforts
strengthen the economic and cultural
fabric of the region by fostering dynamic
initiatives and fransformative experiences.

Need directionse

www.dcnr.pa.gov/Communities/
HeritageAreas

Www riversofsteel.com/




WELCOME HOME

CADE DRIVE ~ NATURALLY

Potter happily welcomes new neighbors from The Bluffs at Glade Path residential community next to the
Beaver Valley Mall. A redrawn township boundary ends years-long litigation with Center Township, adding
about 30 new addresses in Potter.

MUNICIPAL OFFICE HOURS Monday thru Friday 10 AM — 4 PM

. Potter Twp Municipal Office
o' 206 Mowry Road
- Monaca, PA 15061
(. p: 724.495.6220
vf f: 724.495.3222

w: www.pottertwp-pa.gov

JOIN USH

L) SUPERVISORS
— COOKOUT \

at Rocky Bend Nature Preserve
Saturday, June 22nd: 5-7 PM

POTTER FAMILY FIREWORKS

& ICE CREAM SOCIAL 0
Saturday, August 3, 7-9 PM H;ﬁW/ /
at the Municipal Park ' \J'f‘



